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Department of Toxic Substances Control Cal/EPA

Introduction

·Overview
ƁBarbara Lee, Director

·Closure Process
ƁElise Rothschild, Deputy Director, Hazardous Waste 

Management Program

·Exide Closure: Financial Assurance
ƁAnn Carroll, Senior Staff Counsel

·Exide Closure Plan
ƁSuhasiniPatel, Supervising Scientist, Hazardous Waste 

Program

·Residential Cleanup/Public Outreach
ƁRay Leclerc, Division Chief, Cleanup Program

ƁAna Mascarenas,  Assistant Director, Environmental Justice
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Status of Exide Project in Early 2015

·Exide in bankruptcy

·Permit application pending

·Facility planning to resume operations in 

March 2015

·Community felt a lack of engagement 

from DTSCõs leadership
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Progress: Permit Denial/Closure

·Informed Exide that permit would be 

denied

·Accelerated payments into Closure Trust 

Fund

·Structured closure process

·Embodied terms in enforcement order
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Progress: Public Engagement

·Met with residents in April 2015
ƁFirst of six community meetings between 

community and Director

·Convened Advisory Group with South Coast 
AQMD
ƁState, federal and local agencies

ƁElected officials

ƁAcademics

ƁAdvocates

ƁCommunity leaders

ƁLocal residents

·Technical advisor for community
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Progress: Testing and Residential 

Cleanup
·523 residential properties tested

·194 residential properties cleaned up
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Administrationõs Support

·Closure and enforcement orders

·Decision to deny permit
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Progress on Exide: Defining Scope 

of Contamination
·Additional 

analysis

ƁEmissions from 

Exide could have 

contaminated 

properties 1.7 

miles away
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Budget Augmentation

·Governor provided $7 million in 

additional funds to:

ƁTest up to 1,500 residential properties

ƁContinue cleanup on most impacted 

properties

ƁConduct environmental review
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Accelerated Cleanup

·Additional funds allowed accelerated 

residential cleanups

·Cleanup proceeding under different 

regulatory authority

ƁUsing state funds

ƁAllowing for cost recovery from responsible 

parties

ƁWorking with Attorney Generalõs Office to 
develop strong cost recovery case
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Partnership with Other State 

Agencies
·Attorney Generalõs Office

·California Department of Public Health

·Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment

·Air Resources Board

·Regional Water Quality Control Board

·Cal/EPA
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Commitment of Resources 

·22,000 hours dedicated to project in 

2015

·Top priority

ƁNew testing data

ƁComprehensive cleanup plan

ƁWork is informing decisions

ƁFurther testing and cleanup in next fiscal year

ƁHold Exide accountable
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CLOSURE PROCESS

Elise Rothschild,

Deputy Director, 

Hazardous Waste Management Program
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Regulatory Process for Closure

·Elements of presentation:

ƁHow DTSC makes a permit decision

ƁHow Closure Plans provide safety

ƁHow closure costs are developed

ƁHow DTSC implements Closure Plan

ƁHow DTSC ensures effective implementation

¶Types of financial mechanisms
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Regulatory Process for Permits
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How DTSC Makes a Permit 

Decision
·Application prepared by facility/submitted to 

DTSC

·Application must include description of:
ƁFacilityõs activities
ƁAreas of hazardous waste management

ƁTypes of equipment

ƁSpecifications

ƁTracking and record keeping systems

ƁResponse to accidents process

ƁLocation of sensitive land uses

ƁTraining

ƁHow facility will manage HW safely
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Elements of Closure Plan in 

Application
·Application must contain:

ƁClosure Plan

ƁClosure cost estimates

ƁMechanism for financial assurance

17
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Permit Decision Process

·DTSC reviews application for:

ƁTechnical completeness

ƁCompliance with all requirements

·DTSC prepares:

ƁDraft permit decision

ƁCEQA document

·Public Involvement:

ƁPublic Notice

ƁDocuments circulated

ƁPublic review and comment
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