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After receiving complaints about odors due to an increase in the acceptance of hazardous waste
deliveries to the Western Environmental, Inc. (WEI) facility in Mecca, California, the Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC), which is part of the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA),
took action and determined that WEI’s permit issued by the Cabazon Indian Tribe was not valid under
California law. Because of this, WEI cannot legally accept “California-only hazardous waste” (California’s
definition of hazardous waste is more stringent than most states and the federal government).

Facilities like WEI, that are operating on Indian land but not owned by a tribe itself, must either obtain a
permit from DTSC or obtain a permit from the tribe. However, a tribe can issue such a permit only after
entering into a cooperative agreement with the Secretary of Cal/EPA. WEI’s current permit, issued by the
Cabazon Tribe, does not comply with California law because the Tribe did not enter into a cooperative
agreement with Cal/EPA.

Establishing a Team to Coordinate a Solution

Cal/EPA formed a team of government agencies to develop a comprehensive and coordinated
approach to address concerns associated with the WEI facility. This team includes Cal/EPA,
DTSC, the California Air Resources Board, the State Water Resources Control Board and
Cal/Recycle. It is also working closely with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
and the South Coast Air Quality Management District.

Taking Action
Cal/EPA is taking a number of steps to address issues and concerns associated with the WEI
facility in Mecca, California.

In response to the facility operating under an invalid permit, the State:

e Immediately notified generators, transporters, property owners, public agencies, the
Cabazon Tribe and WEI that WEI cannot accept California-only hazardous waste. This
step was designed to immediately stop the delivery of hazardous waste to WEI.

e DTSC and Cal/Recycle effectively stopped hazardous waste haulers from transporting
used oil to WEI.

e In coordination with the California Highway Patrol, DTSC set up a truck stop on May 9,
2011, outside the WEI facility. Twenty-seven trucks were stopped. Results of the
inspections are pending.

e Onthe same day, the U.S. EPA issued an order which informed WEI and the adjacent
Waste Reduction Technology facility that contaminated soils and other wastes could no
longer be accepted without U.S. EPA approval. U.S. EPA also ordered the Tribe to cease
accepting used tires and to reduce the size of tire piles on its facility near WEI. (The tire
facility is not operated or owned by WEI.)

e The state reviewed and posted data, links and other information about WEI on DTSC’s
website.



Met with Tribal leaders and U.S. EPA on June 2, 2011 to discuss potential solutions that
address the needs of all parties, including those who live near WEI. Discussions are
ongoing.

The Team has also:

Participated in a listening session with Senator Barbara Boxer on June 2 to hear about
community complaints.

Launched a process review to determine how WEI was allowed to accept waste
shipments without proper state permits and to create internal processes that prevent
similar situations.

Next Steps
The team will:

Continue to monitor shipments to the facility.

Work with the Mecca community every step of the way to hear concerns, discuss
solutions, report on progress and ensure that a productive dialogue between all parties
continues.

Continue to update DTSC’s website as new information becomes available.

Take all appropriate steps to address concerns and issues associated with the facility
and ensure that it is operating under a valid permit that takes into account Cal/EPA’s
stringent environmental protections.

Participate in an informational hearing on June 17 scheduled by the Assembly
Committee on Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials to gather information and hear
from local residents about the risks posed by WEI.

For more information, visit: www.dtsc.ca.gov/WEl.cfm



http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/WEI.cfm�
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