
Fact Sheet 
Month 2001 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) is providing you this Fact 
Sheet as an update to the ongoing 
environmental investigations and cleanup at 
the Eaton Corporation’s former Westlake 
Village Facility. The Site is located at 31717 
La Tienda Drive in Westlake Village, 
California. The site is currently owned and 
occupied by Calvary Community Church 
near Oaks Christian School. A short term 
clean up plan is being proposed to address 
soil and groundwater* pollution in the area.  
 
Environmental investigations by DTSC at 
the Site since 1992 have concluded that
Trichloroethene (TCE*) and other chemicals 
known as volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs*) had polluted some of the soil and 
the groundwater beneath the Site. The short 
term clean up plan involves the installation 
of a machine known as a dual phase 
extraction system (DPVE*). The system 
works like a vacuum, extracting not only 
contaminants out of the soil but also 
removing contaminated water. The system 
which is about 30 x 40 feet in dimensions, 
will be located approximately 400 feet 
southeast of the existing church building, at 
the corner of the church parking lot, 1000 
feet from the school, and 1500 feet from the 
nearby residential/commercial areas. The 
DPVE is a proven technology that will 
effectively extract chemicals from 
contaminated soil and groundwater.   
 
 
 
 
 
*Indicates a definition can be found for the 
term in the glossary a the end of this Fact 
Sheet 
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How will this affect me? 
 
DTSC’s goal for this site is to 
reduce and prevent additional 
groundwater contamination. 
The chemicals do not pose 
risks to the public because they 
are underground and 
groundwater is not used as a 
drinking water source. 
Furthermore, the cleanup is 
being conducted under the 
oversight of the DTSC to 
ensure it meets regulatory 
standards and is protective of 
human health and the 
environment. 

Is it safe to play / attend the 
school and the church? 
 
Yes, the pollutants that will be 
extracted are deep 
underground. Furthermore, 
extensive studies on the site 
have shown that the location 
of the contamination is 
isolated in one area away 
from the building or recreation 
area. Students have no 
access to this portion of the 
property.  The DPVE efforts 
will prevent the contamination 
from moving to a wider area 
and further affecting 
groundwater. 
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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. 
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demands and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.dtsc.ca.gov. 

  
 

Si prefiere hablar con alguien 
en español acerca de ésta 
información, favor de llamar a 
Eloy Florez, Departamento de 
Control de Substancias 
Tóxicas al 818.551.2875. 
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Site History 
From 1984 to 1991 Eaton/AIL Systems, 
Inc. which at the time occupied all 35 
acres of the site, conducted electronics 
research and manufacturing operations. 
Their operations involved the use of a 
chemical known as trichloroethene 
(TCE), a common degreaser which is 
non-flammable and displaces water. 
The environmental investigation of the 
Site started in 1992 under DTSC 
oversight.  The current cleanup efforts 
are part of a Corrective Action Consent 
Agreement between the Eaton 
Corporation and the DTSC.  
 
When will the work start? 
Installation of the DPVE vacuum system 
is scheduled to begin in May of 2003. It 
will operate 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week for two to three years except for 
days it is scheduled for maintenance. 
Some preliminary work such as 
surveying, trenching and the installation 
of monitoring wells may be done in the 
earlier months. 
  
Glossary 
Cleanup: Actions taken that deal with a 
release or threat of a release of hazardous 
substance that could affect people or the 
environment.  The term “cleanup” is often 
used interchangeably with the terms 
remedial action, removal action, remedy, 
remediation, or corrective action. 

Dual-Phase Soil Vapor Extraction 
(DPVE): A commonly used technique for 
cleaning up contaminated soils. SVE draws 
air through contaminated soils creating a 
VOC-laden vapor that is then treated and 
released in a non-harmful form. Dual-phase 
extraction incorporates a high vacuum 
pump to allow the removal of groundwater 
from the subsurface, thus exposing VOC’s 
adhered to soils below the groundwater 
table to air promoting volatilization of the 
VOC’s into the extracted soil vapor stream. 

Groundwater: Water beneath the earth’s 
surface that flows through soil and rock 
openings. At this Site, “shallow 
groundwater” is encountered at 
approximately 12-18 feet below ground 
surface and is not used as a source of 
drinking water.   

Trichloroethene (TCE): Chemical used 
mainly in dry cleaning and metal-degreasing 
operations. Its use in industrialized 
countries has declined sharply since 1970.  
It evaporates rapidly if exposed to air and is 
absorbed into the body by breathing, 
ingestion or contact with the skin. TCE is 
toxic and is listed as a cancer-causing 
chemical under Proposition 65. 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s): 
Chemical compounds that evaporate easily 
but do not dissolve easily in water. The 
VOC’s at the site include trichloroethene 
(TCE) and 1,1,1-trichloroethane (1,1,1-TCA) 
often used in industrial solvents.  If handled 
improperly, VOC’s are hazardous to human 
health. 

 
For More Information 
If you have questions regarding the 
environmental investigation and proposed 
cleanup measures, please contact: 
 
 
Eloy Florez, DTSC Public Participation 
Specialist, (818) 551-2875 
 
Maria Fabella, DTSC Project Manager,  
(818) 551-2918 
 
Jeff Allen, Eaton Corporation Project 
Manager, (216) 523-4777 
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Information Repositories 
This and the negative declaration, which are part of the Administrative Record for the site, as well 
as other documents relating to the Site are available for public review at the DTSC regional office: 
 
1011 North Grandview Avenue 
Glendale, California 91201 
(818) 551-2800 

 

 
 

Former Industrial Waste 
Treatment Area (IWTA) 




