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December 17, 2013 
 
Mr. Fredrick Ganster 
Exide Technologies 
3000 Montrose Avenue 
Reading, Pennsylvania 19605 
 
DTSC REVIEW OF STEP-OUT DUST AND SOIL SAMPLING REPORT AND ORDER 
TO PERFORM EMERGENCY RESPONSE INTERIM MEASURES TO CLEAN UP 
OFF-SITE CONTAMINATED SOIL, DUST, AND SEDIMENT, EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES, 
VERNON, CA (CORRECTIVE ACTION CONSENT ORDER, DOCKET NUMBER  
P3-01 /02-010) 
 
Dear Mr. Ganster: 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)  has reviewed the “Step-out Dust 
and Soil Sampling Report” (Report), which was prepared by Environ Corporation 
(Environ) on behalf of Exide Technologies (Exide) and is dated November 2013.  The 
Report summarizes the sampling collection methods used, and the results of laboratory 
analysis on, dust and soil samples collected on August 29 and 30, 2013, and October 7 
through 9, and 15, 2013.   
 
The Report indicates that the stated purpose of the sampling effort was to delineate the 
lateral extent of metals and other constituents emitted from Exide’s Vernon, California 
facility (Facility) to off-site locations. This objective has not been met.  As stated in our 
November 18, 2013 letter, there is a need for further sampling beyond the 4500-foot 
perimeter of the Facility.   
 
In addition, DTSC’s Geological Services Unit (GSU) and Human Health and Ecological 
Risk Office (HERO) have reviewed the Report.  Comments and recommendations to the 
Report are presented in the enclosed HERO and GSU and memoranda dated 
December 9, 2013 and December 11, 2013, respectively.  Please respond to our 
comments and recommendations by January 10, 2014.  
 
The Report identifies several locations sampled for lead and other metals with 
concentrations in dust and soil at or near hazardous-waste levels within 1,500 feet from 
the Facility, as well as in sediment samples collected in at least two storm drains along 
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Bandini Boulevard.  Under the October 4, 2013 Stipulation and Order (P3-12/13-010) 
Exide is required to perform a Site Specific Human Health Risk Assessment, and based 
on that, develop risk-based clean-up levels. However, in accordance with Section 5.4 of 
the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order (CACO), DTSC considers the elevated 
concentrations of lead and other contaminants stated in the Report an immediate threat 
to human health and the environment (i.e., the Los Angeles River) that will require 
implementing emergency response interim measures.   
 
DTSC is therefore ordering Exide to perform emergency response interim measures to 
clean up the dust, soil, and sediment found with concentrations of metals at or above 
hazardous waste levels in the storm water curb boxes and at the sampled locations 
surrounding the Exide Facility.  Because of pending winter rains and the potential 
impact to the LA River, DTSC believes mitigating the curb boxes should take 
precedence.  Exide shall provide DTSC with a work plan to perform these emergency 
response interim measures by December 31, 2013, and complete the work by  
January 31, 2014.  A final cleanup report shall be prepared and submitted to DTSC for 
approval no later than 15 days following completion of the emergency response interim 
measures. 
 
DTSC’s request to cleanup metals in dust, soils, and sediment at or above hazardous 
waste levels should not be construed as endorsing any final clean up levels for 
corrective action on- and off-site. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at  
916-255-3630 or Peter.Ruttan@dtsc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Peter Ruttan, P.G.  
Project Manager  
Engineering and Special Projects Office 
 
Enclosures (2) 
 
cc: Next page.
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cc:(via e-mail) 
 

Mr. Ed Mopas, Exide 
Mr. John Hogarth, Exide 
Mr. Paul Stratman, Advanced GeoServices 
Mr. Russel Kemp, Environ 
Ms. Margarita Padilla, DOJ  
Mr. Jerrick Torres, City of Vernon 
Mr. Ed Pupka, SCAQMD 
Mr. Wendy Lui, LA-RWQCB 
Dr. Cyrus Rangan; LACPHD 
Ms. Nancy Bothwell; DTSC 
Mr. Rizgar Ghazi, DTSC 
Mr. Edward Nieto, DTSC 
Mr. Todd Wallbom, P.G., DTSC 
Ms. Shukla Roy-Semmen, DTSC  
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