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Protection Agency.
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cleanups, and
developing
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pollution prevention.
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INTRODUCTION

TheCdliforniaEnvironmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) isoverseeing cleanup activitiesat the Gibson
Environmental Site(Site). The Siteislocated at theend of Marriott Drive, off
RosedaeHighway, in Bakersfidd, Cdifornia(Figure 1). The purposeof this
fact sheet isto update the community and interested partieson the status of the
Siteclean up. Thisfact sheet containsinformation concerning sitehistory, site
background, previoussiteactivities, futuresiteactivities, public participation
activities, information repostories, DTSC contactsand mailing list information.

BACKGROUND

The property had been operated asan oil refinery sincethe 1940s. In 1978
Gibson Qil and Refining bought the subject property and constructed acrudeoil
refining operation, whichit operated onthesite until 1986. From June 1987 to
October 1995 the Site was operated as Gibson Environmental and was
primarily aused oil storageand soil treatment facility. It received used ail, and
certain other oily wastes. It aso received contaminated soils, whichwere
treated using afixation processon-site. These activitieswere conducted under
apermitissued by DTSC on June 28, 1988.

In October 1994, DTSC filed acivil lawsuit against the ownersand operators
of Gibson Environmental alleging numerousviolationsof hazardouswastelaws.
OnJune 25, 1996, DTSC issued adecision denying thefacility ahazardous
waste permit. DTSC’sdecision becamefina on February 4, 1998.

DTSC conducted sampling at the Sitefrom October 11, 1999, through
October 15, 1999. Seventeen steel tanks, two poly-tanksand three sumps
weresampled. DTSC estimated that there was approximately 670,000 gallons
of contaminated liquidsand dudge present. The DTSC investigation uncovered
evidencethat six tankshad ow leaks, five had |eaking valves, and onetank
showed evidence of aseep fromthesidewall.

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy
consumption. For alist of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.dtsc.ca.gov.



Based onthe sampling results, DTSCissued an
Imminent and Substantial Endangerment
Determination and Order and Remedia Action
Order (Order) to 40 potentially responsible parties
(PRPs) who were considered by DTSC to bethe
main contributorsto thewaste at the Site. The
Order addressed both theliquid and soil treatment
areas, and placed financid liability onthe PRP
Groupfor al siteassessment and cleanup.

SITE REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES

A group of the PRPsidentified inthe Order (PRP
Group), inajoint effort with DT SC staff,
subsequently developed aLiquid Remova Action
Plan and aHed th and Safety Plan and submitted
themto DTSC for approva on January 14, 2000.
Thesubmittalsoutlined liquid wasteremoval and
disposdl plansincluding theidentification of facilities
that could receive cleaned up wastefromthe Site.
Workplansto removetheresidual dudgeremaining
after liquid remova and to demolishthetank
structureswere approved by DTSCin

August of 2000.

The PRP Group, under DTSC oversight, began
cleanup work on January 17, 2000. Initial work
focused on Site security and liquid remova fromthe
above ground storagetanks. Theremoval of dudge
wasinitiated in September 2000, and tank
demolition beganin October of 2000.

Whentheremoval actionwascompletedin

June of 2001, approximately 740,000 gallons of
liquids, including contaminated rainwater, and 1800
tonsof dudge had been removed from the Siteand
disposed of in several permitted hazardouswaste
facilitieslocated throughout the country. All tanks
have been removed.

Thereare approximately 80,000 cubic yards of
impacted soil stockpiled on-siteinfivelargesoil
piles. Thisimpacted soil isrelated to Gibson
Environmentd’ssoil trestment activities. The PRPs
developed awork plan, approved by DTSCin
April 2001, toinvestigatethepiles. Thiswork has
been compl eted and theanalytical resultsindicate
that three of the soil stockpilescontain Cdifornia
hazardouswaste.

Stormwater drainage control of thewaste soil pile
areawas compl eted in October 2000, following the
proceduresouitlinedinthe SoilsPilesInterim
Drainage Control Work Plan approved by DTSC.
The sitedrainagewas modified to prevent storm
water fromleavingthesite.

InAugust 2002, atall heating tower wastaken
down and removed fromthesite. InMarch 2003,
additional surface equipment wastaken down and
removed. Theonly remaining surfaceequipment is
atank that will beused to hold water for future
cleanup activities.

In January 2003, chemical dust suppressant was
appliedto stabilizethesoil piles. Thissurface
treatment producesaflexiblecrust that isresistant
towind and water erosion. Theeffectivenessof this
treatment isoneto two years, requiring periodic
regpplication.

The PRP Group hasa so begun investigating the
surface and subsurface soilsand the groundwater at
theSite. Thework planfor thisactivity was
approved by DTSC in October 2002. Field work
implementing thiswork plan beganin

October of 2002. Initial datafrom thiswork has
been evaluated and aworkplan for additional
follow-up investigationswas approved on June 16,
2003. Thisadditional field work wascompletedin
July of 2003.

FUTURE SITE ACTIVITIES

Thestrategy DTSC employstoimplement site
remediation isto order work plansfor the Site,
consistent with the United States Environmental
Protection Agency guidance documents. These
work plansundergo areview and approval process
by DTSC scientistsand engineers, and the actua
work isperformed by private contractorshired by
and paid for by the PRP Group, under DTSC
oversght.

Currently, Remedid Investigation work plansare
being implemented to assesssite conditions. Future
work plansinclude Risk Assessment and Feasibility
Study work plansto eval uate potential human and
ecological hedthrisksandto evauateaternatives




necessary to select cleanup remedies, if they are
necessary. DTSC expectsthe Risk Assessment
and Feasibility Study to be completed withinayear.
The public processto select the cleanup remedy
and the cleanup itself should be completed withinan
additiona twoyears.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATIONACTIVITIES

In June 2000, a public participation plan was

devel oped outlining the methods and procedures by
whichthecommunity would beinformed and
involvedinthedecison making processfor thissite.
Thecommunity includesresidents, eected officias
and interested parties. Community interest is
continually monitored and the public participation
plan may berevised.

Todate, DTSC has hosted two mediadaysat the
Siteto update the public on the cleanup progress.
Inaddition, DTSC has published three prior fact
sheets, whichareonfileintheinformation
repositoriesand availablefor public review.
Additiond fact sheetswill be developed asactivity
at the Site progresses. When required or needed,
public meetingswill beheld and Siteactivitieswill
be submitted for public review and comment. The
selection of the cleanup remedy isapublic process
and apublic noticewill beissued to solicit comment
onthe Remedia Action Planwhenitisprepared.

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Copiesof sterelated documentsincluding work
plans, the public participation plan and fact sheets
areavailablefor publicreview at thefollowing
locations.

Kern County Library
701 Truxton Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 868-0701

Library Hours

Monday - Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday: 10:00 am. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday- Closed

Department of Toxic Substances Control
8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, CA 95826

Contact: Jennifer Thomas

(916) 255-3758

DTSC Contacts

If youwould like moreinformation or haveany
guestionsregarding the Site, please contact:

Gregory Honzay, Project Manager
Hazardous Waste M anagement Program
DTSC, Sacramento Office

8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, CA 95826

(916) 255-6678

GHonzay @dtsc.ca.gov

Randy Sturgeon, Public Participation Specidist
DTSC, Sacramento Office

8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, CA 95826

(916) 255-3649

rsturgeo@dtsc.ca.gov

M edia Contact

LisaGray, Public Information Officer
DTSC Headquarters

P.O. Box 806

Sacramento, Caifornia95812

(916) 324-0936

Igray@dtsc.ca.gov
Mailing List Information

If you did not receivethisfact sheetinthemail and
wishto beonthe Gibson Environmenta mailinglist,
please compl etethe coupon on thefollowing page
andreturnit to Randy Sturgeon, Public
Participation Specididt, at 8800 Cal Center Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95826.



mailto:lgray@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:rsturgeo@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:ghonzay@dtsc.ca.gov

Please add meto the Gibson Marriott Drive Site mailinglist. DTSC mailing listsare solely for the purpose
of keeping personsinformed of DTSC activities. Mailing listsarenot routinely rel eased to outside parties.
However, they are considered public recordsand, if requested, may by subject to release.

Name:
MailingAddress
City:
Representing:

Phonenumber:
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