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The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is overseeing an investigation of potential releases of lead and other
constituents of concern in an area around the battery recycling facility operated by Quemetco, Inc. (Quemetco). The facility
is located at 720 S 7™ Avenue, City of Industry, CA 91746. The investigation includes a soil evaluation, which involves the
collection of soil samples in residential and commercial areas, as well as public streets and waterways to determine if past
emissions from the facility’s operations may have impacted the surrounding community and to determine if soil cleanup is
necessary.

Site Background
The facility, operated by Quemetco, Inc., recycles lead-acid batteries which involves smelting lead metal. The facility has
been in operation since 1959. The facility operates under several different permits and regulations including:

e Air - overseen by the South Coast Air Quality Management District

e Water - the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the Los Angeles County Sanitation District

e Hazardous Waste - overseen by the Department of Toxic Substances Control and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

Previous environmental evaluations that began in the 1990’s found that some areas around the facility had levels of lead in
soil exceeding government standards. Quemetco remediated many of these areas; however, additional sampling and
evaluations are needed to determine if more clean-up is necessary.

For more information

Jose Diaz

DTSC Project Manager
(818) 717-6614
jose.diaz@dtsc.ca.gov

Elsa Lopez

DTSC Public Participation Specialist
(818) 717-6571
elsa.lopez@dtsc.ca.gov

Site documents and more information are available at:
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=80001454

https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/Projects/Quemetco.cfm

You can also visit Quemetco’s website for more information on the facility. http://www.quemetco.com
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Soil Lead Sampling Program

What is the soil sampling program?
DTSC is overseeing soil sampling of residential and commercial areas within a quarter mile from the Quemetco facility and
up to one mile and beyond if necessary. Please see the map of the sampling area on page 4.

My home is within the sampling area. What do | have to do?

If you live within the sampling area, and would like your property sampled, please have the property owner fill out an
access agreement and send it back to Quemetco. Quemetco will contact you and schedule sampling at a time that is
convenient for you. Your participation is voluntary; however, we strongly encourage residents to get the soil in their yards
tested to allow us to better evaluate the potential impacts of lead in the area.

| live outside of the sampling area but | would like to get the soil of my home tested.

DTSC is currently focused on the area in the immediate vicinity of the facility. Based on the results of the sampling within
the quarter mile radius, we will determine the need for additional sampling in the areas beyond the initial sampling area.
We will keep the community informed on the progress of this evaluation.

I am a renter. Can I still get the soil in my home tested?
Yes. However, the property owner must also agree to the sampling.

How will the sampling work?

Quemetco will work with you to find the best time for environmental contractors to come to
your home to sample. The contractors will mark up to ten locations with pin flags
approximately evenly spaced across your property. Additional samples may be collected from
children’s play areas and/or from soil near downspouts. Samples will be collected from up to
five depths, up to 18 inches deep, at each location. The contractors will screen soil samples
using a handheld device and will send some of the samples to a laboratory for analysis. Field
sampling will take no more than a few hours to complete at each home.

Will my yard’s landscape and/or hardscape be damaged?

The contractor will take all the necessary precautions to avoid disrupting your yard’s
landscape. All sampling locations will be backfilled with soil cuttings and grass that was
removed will be replaced. Soil samples will not be collected from beneath any hardscape
including crushed stone, paved, or gravel driveways or parking areas.

What happens if you find high levels of lead in the soil of my home?

Quemetco will share the sampling results with you as soon as they are confirmed by the laboratory (usually about 4 weeks).
Based on the results of the sampling, we will determine the need for additional actions including whether your property will
require cleanup. We will keep you informed on the progress of this evaluation.

Will you sample the dust inside my house for lead?
No. At this time Quemetco will not be sampling inside any homes.

Can | get my children’s blood tested for lead?
Yes. Quemetco is offering free blood lead testing for the communities living close to the facility. Please call (626) 364-1281
for more information on how to get a blood test.

Where can | get more information about lead and children?
The Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program of the County of Los Angeles Public Health department has more

information about lead prevention. Please visit their website at http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/lead/



Health and Safety

How can | be exposed to lead?

Soil may contain lead from the past use of lead in gasoline and from the deterioration of exterior lead-based paints from
older buildings (built before 1978). Living near an industrial facility is a potential source of lead exposure. Drinking water
that travels through lead pipes is another potential source of lead exposure. In addition, lead from soldered metal
containers, lead-glazed pottery, lead glass crystal and toys painted with lead-based paint serve as other routes of exposure
in the home. The primary way people are exposed to lead in their environment is by inadvertent ingestion of lead-
contaminated soil and dust.

What are the health effects of lead in children?

Lead is a toxic metal that can be harmful to children’s health even at
low exposure levels. Young children, infants, and fetuses are
particularly vulnerable to lead because their bodies easily absorb lead
and they are more sensitive to lead’s effects than adults. In children,
low levels of exposure have been linked to damage to the nervous
system causing learning disabilities, behavior problems, and other
health impacts. The California Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Branch recommends that public health actions be initiated when the
level of lead in a child’s blood is 5 micrograms per deciliter (ug/dL) or
more.

Can exposure to lead cause cancer?

Yes. There is some evidence that lead causes cancer in humans. Kidney tumors have developed in rats and mice that had
been given large doses of some kind of lead compounds. Lead and lead compounds are considered “probable human
carcinogens” based primarily on these animal studies.

What happens if | find high levels of lead in my child’s blood?

A blood lead level of 5 micrograms per deciliter (ug/dL) for children is the threshold at which the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) now recommends public health action be taken. This is a change from pre-2012 guidelines in
which 10 pg/dL was considered the “level of concern”. However, no safe level of lead in children’s blood has been
identified.

Is there lead in my drinking water?

Lead contamination of drinking water results from corrosion of older lead piping. The communities of the City of Industry,
Avocado Heights and Hacienda Heights are served by different water districts. The water distributed to residents is required
to meet state and federal drinking water standards including U.S. EPA’s lead action level of 15 parts per billion. By law, your
water purveyor must distribute a yearly water quality report to you. Please contact your purveyor directly for more
information about your water quality.

Has there been a study of blood lead levels around Quemetco?

Yes. The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, Toxics Epidemiology Program conducted a study from 1992 to
1993. The goal of the study was to determine if facility operations were affecting blood lead levels in children living in
neighboring communities. The study involved 122 children between one and five years old who lived in residences closest
to the facility. A control group of 122 children from West Covina was also examined. The study concluded that blood lead
levels in children living near the Quemetco facility were not elevated under CDC’s reference figure used at the time (10
pg/dL).

Can | eat the fruits and vegetables from my garden?

Yes. As a precaution, you should always wash the soil off the fruits and vegetables before you eat them. Plants do not
normally absorb lead in soil unless the soil is highly acidic. The results of the lead soil sampling to be conducted within a
quarter mile of the facility will determine to what extent the soil in this area is contaminated with lead.



Sampling Area Map
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