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Strong Smell Floods 9-1-1 With Calls Page 1 of 1

Strong Smell Floods 9-1-1 With Calls

NEWS &

(3/25/08) More than one hundred 9-1-1 callers complained of a strong odor similar to natural in the south suburban
section of Klamath Falls Monday.

The offensive smell was traced back to an oil recycling facility and turned out to not be natural gas.
Operations Chief John Spradley of the fire department explains why the smells are confused.
“In this case, it was a pine oil type scent, which people confused with naptha, the odorant that's used in propane."

An industrial oil representative responded to the facility and shut down the odor causing process.

http://www .localnewscomesfirst.com/index.php?view=article&catid=1%3 Alocal-headlin... 12/20/2011
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Environmental Justice Case Study: Delray Neighborhood Lawsuits Against Local Polluters Page 5 of 7

Many of the residents of Delray began to feel hopeless and that local companies had  turned their
neighborhood into an industrial wasteland (Oguntoyinbo, 2000; Milberg, 2000) .

Nancy Fagge, a local activist, recounts an incident between a resident issuing a complaint and a Wayne
County environmental staff member. His response was, Idon t get more than a couple of
complaints from anyone else, only you poor people who live in that area and are dumb enough to rent
from slum landlords. You want pristine air, and you re not going to get it (Fagge, 1991) . He was
not from Detroit, he did not realize that most of the residents own their own homes, and he was
expressing a racist, classist stereotype that keeps officials from doing all that they can to help
neighborhoods who are getting dumped on (Fagge, 1991). Kathy Milberg of SDEV spoke of a
community meeting with the AQMD in which a representative explained to the residents that they were
giving Sybill an additional seven months to clean up their act. Milberg says that some of the comments
included that, since we are such a mobile society, someone had to bear some of the burden for the
manufacturing of autos. When she was reminded that 40% of the folks in that area did NOT have cars
and was told that the community felt, especially in light of that fact, that they were bearing an inordinate
amount of the burden she didn't have much more to say (Milberg, 2000) .

Delray residents grew impatient with the slow response of the county and finally they decided to try the
strategy of getting results through the court. SDEV was asked to attend the first two sessions that
representatives from the community had with the attorney. Their role was to listen, translate the
information and highlight the pros and cons. The community decided to move forward and filed suit
(Milberg, 2000). In December of 1999, nine residents began a class-action lawsuit against Sybill,
eventually naming 250 as plaintiffs, including nuns from the convent at nearby Holy Redeemer Church,
teachers and staff at Beard Elementary School, a lawyer, and several ministers and Mexican
immigrants.

On January 16, 2000, sixteen more residents began a class action lawsuit against Peerless. The
lawsuits assert that the companies did not do enough to prevent harmful emissions from their plants.
They are hoping for financial remuneration but, more importantly, for the odors and dust to stop and to
set a precedent for the new industries steadily moving into the neighborhood (Oguntoyinbo, 2000).

In May 2000, a Wayne County Judge ruled that the lawsuit against Sybill was indeed a class action.

The implication for this was that over 20,000 residents could be considered as plaintiffs, since it would
be reasonable that all of the residents of not only Delray, but all of southwest Detroit would have similar
complaints about their proximity to Sybill. This was just a preliminary hearing on the class action;
whether or not Sybill is to blame for the problems complained about was not decided (Josar, 2000). In
late March, Sybill filed a suit against the AQMD for issuing arbitrary and unconstitutional citations
based on someone sniffing the air and rating the smell. They did not offer any other options for how
else the smell could be measured (Guyette, 2000; Milberg, 2000).

A lawyer defending Peerless in their lawsuit was quoted in the Detroit News as saying, If people can't
afford to paint their homes and fix their windows, I feel sorry for them. But if they're not going to
clean up the garbage around their own homes, I don't know how you can blame Peerless for ruining the
neighborhood (Josar, 2000). So apparently he is implying that because the neighborhood is already
in bad shape, it is not a problem for a company to spew dust on them that can be picked up from a
resident s lawn with a magnet (Guyette, 1999).

In conjunction with the lawsuits, some residents have also staged demonstrations outside of the
companies, including wearing masks and carrying various signs (Josar, 2000). SDEV has assisted in
staging some of these demonstrations and meeting with the media for the purpose of highlighting the
issue. They also helped local residents to fill out the survey forms that were needed to file in court









