APPEALS@DTSC

From: Rabbi Jonathan Klein, CLUE-LA <jklein@cluela.org>

Sent Thursday, February 26, 2015 11:47 PM

To: McFadden, Nancy

Cc: Lee, Barbara@DTSC; Ingenito, Miriam@DTSC; mccarthy.gina@epa.gov;

APPEALS@DTSC; senator@boxer.senate.gov; senator@feinstein.senate.gov,
grace@mail house.gov; chu@mail house.gov; senator.hernandez@sen.ca.gov;
assemblymember.hernandez@assembly.ca.gov; firstdistrict@bos.lacounty.gov;
markb@ci.irwindale.ca.us; mgarcia@ci.irwindale.ca.us; aambriz@ci.irwindale.ca.us;
jmiranda@ci.irwindale.ca.us :

Subject: Coalition Letter and Petition to Save Santa Fe Dam

Attachments: Save_SFDRA_Eng_final.pdf

Dear Governor Brown and Respected Elected Leaders,
The attached letter and collection of signatures from the area surrounding the Santa Fe Dam in Irwindale needs

immediate attention.

In addition to the organizations listed on the attached letter, our coalition also has the support of the Center on Race,
Poverty and the Environment, and our list continues to grow.

We request action be taken immediately to prevent a potential environmental disaster.

Respectfully,
Rabbi Jonathan Klein

Rabbi Jonathan D. Klein, Executive Director | Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice:

Creating a Just and Sacred Society (CLUE-LA)
464 Lucas Ave #202 Los Angeles, CA 90017 | Facebook: Jonathan CLUE-LA | Twitter: Jonathan CLUE-LA | Donate Now

% Upcoming CLUE Committee Meetings: Email the organizers by clicking the links below
Black/Brown Clergy Coalition

Black/lewish fustice Alliance

Downtown

Long Beach/South Bay

LAX/Inglewogod

Pasadena

San Fernando Valley

Santa Monica

West LA
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The Honorable Edmund Brown
Office of Governor

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Govemor Brown Please Help Us: Building a Hazardous Waste Facility Next to a 836 Acre
Nature Preserve is Qutrageous

Dear Governor Brown:

We write to urge you to intervene to save the Santa Fe Recreation Area. Can you imagine what
would possess a regulator to want to approve the building of a hazardous waste plant that will process

millions of gallons of used motor oil and other waste next door to one of the San Gabriel Valley's most
important ecological areas? We can't either. But that is exactly what the Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) has done.

This is a shocking step to take given President Obama’s recent designation of the San Gabriel
Mountains as a national monument, President Obama said of this designation: “We heard from the
community that for a lot of urban families this is their only big, outdoor space. And too many children
in L.A. County, especially children of color, don’t have access to parks where they can run free and
breathe fresh air, experience nature, and learn about their own environment.”

President Obama’s environmental leadership stands in stark contrast to DTSC’s odd process,
which results in this kind of a permitted facility. Now, DTSC wants to put a used motor oil hauler and
recycler right next to the San Gabriel Valley’s ecological area.

The Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area, an 836-acre nature preserve with a 70-acre lake, is is nestled
at the foot of the San Gabriel Mountains. The County of Los Angeles previously designated it as a
Significant Ecological Area for both protected species and people who like to swim, hike, and fish there
as a respite from dense urbanization because of “land that contains irreplaceable biological resources,”
including Least Bell's Vireo, Willow Flycatcher, Swainson’s Hawk, and the Coastal California
Gnatcatcher.

We are a coalition of community members, animal and wildlife lovers, environmentalists, faith
leaders, labor groups, environmental-justice leaders, and California citizens. Though we come from
different walks of life and have different perspectives on many issues, we are united in our opposition to
the hazardous waste facility that DTSC has approved.

The site slated for this “CleanTech Environmental” project in Irwindale is practically a stone’s
throw away from the dam. Somehow DTSC has concluded that in the hundreds of square miles of



industrial areas throughout the San Gabriel Valley and Los Angeles, this site sitting on the edge of the
ecological preserve is the ONLY place one can build an enormous hazardous waste plant, an outrageous
conclusion to say the least.

This is not a question of whether we should have facilities to process hazardous waste. Of course
we need them; the question is where to put them. This site is in an economically disadvantaged and
largely minority community. DTSC’s permit decision is an outrageous act of environmental injustice.
Would we ever see the DTSC allow such a facility in, say, Santa Monica?

DTSC's cavalier response to community outcry over foisting this plant on an economically
disadvantaged, Latino community was that, “The CEQA process doesn't require an environmental
justice component as part of [sic] EIR ...." If the CEQA process does not provide protection for poor
minority communities from environmental hazards in the context of an Environmental Impact Report
required under CEQA, then what does?

The DTSC also mishandled the EIR by performing faulty analysis, failing to analyze the impacts
of such a facility on the air and water, ignoring an assessment of cumulative impacts in an area that
already has at least a dozen other EPA regulated facilities generating, transporting, treating, storing or
disposing of hazardous waste, and by obscuring the plant’s capacity.

It is impossible to tell how many gallons of waste will flow into the dam as a result of this
permit decision. But we know it will flow. And the plant will foul the air based on other cases of
pollution around the state from lead battery recycler Exide Technologies in east Los Angeles to
chemical waste recycler PhibroTech in Santa Fe Springs, and Evergreen Oil, another used motor oil
recycler in the East Bay. A safety plan is also missing. What happens if a level 6 earthquake strikes?

Lastly, the company itself cannot be trusted to operate safely. The company is the third largest
collector of used motor oil in the state and the second largest provider of part washers in California with
a facility in Fresno and corporate offices in Irwindale. In 2003, DTSC fined the company for storing
used motor oil longer than was safe—121 times. In 2005, DTSC fined the company for the same
violation, but also for paperwork violations involving improper reporting of what hazardous waste truck
drivers were transporting.

1t is difficult to believe that DTSC would exercise such poor judgment in this decision without
some undue influence.

Tim Swickard, the former Director of DTSC, is now CleanTech's attorney. This raises serious
ethical concerns. How can DTSC staff that previously worked for Mr. Swickard possibly be expected to
objectively and fairly assess this project? And if DTSC staff is not being influenced by Mr. Swickard's
involvement, how could they come to such a poor decision that will harm the sensitive plants and
animals, economically disadvantaged minority communities, and the Santa Fe Dam Recreational Area?

If DTSC's let’s this bad decision move forward, Los Angeles children, especially children of
color, will have one less place where, as President Obama said, they can “run free and breathe fresh air,
experience nature, and learn about their own environment.” This from DTSC, the agency whose mission
statement is to “protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic substances.”

2 — www_facebook.com/savethesantafedamrecarea



Governor Brown, please don't leave behind a legacy of environmental disaster. You're our only
hope now to stop this unfair, outrageous, and dangerous plan.

gl ¥ g
california league of conservation voters ’ CLEA N
Jena Price C c A E J California Latino

Legislative Affairs Manager Penny Newman Environmental Advocacy

Executive Director Network

)'.?vgtnsumer CLUE
e

Clergy & Loity United
for Economic Justice

Liza Tucker Rabbi Jonathan Klein
Consumer Advocate Executive Director

Communities for a
Better Environment

Rev. Msgr. John Moretta, Pastor

serving East Los Angeles since 1923 FOUNDED 1892
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CC:

4 — www.facebook.com/savethesantafedamrecarea

Barbara Lee

Director

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Headquarters — 1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806

Kamala D. Harris

Office of the Attorney General
1300 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Gina McCarthy, EPA Administrator
Office of the Administrator

William Jefferson Clinton Building North
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Mail Code: 1101A

Washington, DC 20004

(202) 564-4700

Miriam Ingenito

Chief Deputy Director

Department of Toxic Substances Contrel
Headquarters — 1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806

Permit Appeals Officer

Department of Toxic Substances Control
8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, CA 95826-3200
appeals@dtsc.ca.gov

Sen Barbara Boxer
senator(@boxer.senate.gov

Sen Dianne Feinstein
senator{@feinstein.senate.gov

Congresswoman Grace Napolitano

grace@mail house.gov

Congresswoman Judy Chu
chu@mail.house.gov

State Senator Ed Hernandez
senator.hernandez(@sen.ca.gov

Assemblyman Roger Hernandez

assemblymember.hernandez@assembly.ca.gov

Supervisor Hilda Solis
firstdistrict@bos.lacounty.gov

Mark A. Breceda,

Mayor of Irwindale

5050 N Irwindale Avenue
Irwindale, CA 91706
markb@ci.irwindale.ca.us

Irwindale City Council Member
Manuel R. Garcia, Mayor Pro Tem
Albert F. Ambriz, Council member
A. Miranda, Council member

H. Manuel Ortiz, Council member
5050 N Irwindale Avenue
Irwindale, CA 91706



Governar Jerry Brown, we need your heip, DTSC is proposing to aliow the construction of 1 hazardous
waste 1aciity Earaly noxt door % ane of the largest and most cersitve ecological praserves and outdoar
recrention areas in the San Gabriel Valley of Los Angotss Countly, the Santa Fo Oum Recreationat Aren.
Thes hazardous waste Lacikty would be buidl bordering this pristine Rocraations! Area and will procsts over
1,500,000 galions of hazardous waste evory rmordh, putiing at risk (his peserved natural habilst and
recreationsl area anjoyed by thousands of chidren and lamiles.

DTSCs job is 10 proloct Calorriana and our omvirorensnt. Wty wouki anyons eals @ hazardous wasie
tacdity next 2o a senstive occlogical and rocreation ar0a? Thero are hundreds of industrial areds thwough
Out the Lo Angeries region where this could be located. Thete is no reason i do this next 10 the Santa Fe
Oum Recrentional &208, Please help us save the Seres Fo Dam Recreaional Area blore 23 100 labe.
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Governce Jorry Brown, we need your help. DTSC is proposing 1o aliow fhe constnetion of a ha2andous
waste tacillty inerafty next docr 16 one of e (3rges! and Mose FNGLVG Scogical presarves ang outdoar
rectestion areas in the San Gebriet Vistoy of Los Angaies Caumty, the Sarva Fe Dans Rocrentional Area.
This hazardous waste faciity would be but bordeting is pesting Recroationa? Aron and wil procerss over
1.500.000 gaions of hazardous wasin overy month, psng at risk this proserved natural habitat and
recreational ares ongoyed by housands of childron and timikag.

DTSC's job is % protect Cofilormians snd our erwironment, Wity wonid arwong 0c1e i hazardous wisso
faciity noxt 10 a sengitive ecologcal and recruation arca? There are hundrods of industrial areas theough
out the Los Angeles region whore this could be locsied. Thore is no reason 10 40 Bis next (o the Santa Fe
Dam Recrastonal area. Plaase h'p us savo tho Santa Fe Dam Recreational Azea balome it's too kate,
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Govemnor Jaery Brown, wa Aeed your hilp, DTSC I proposing to aliow thé construction of 4 hazardous
waste faciity Hevaily next dodr 1o onp of the fargest and Mest songllive ecological prosyrvas &‘idoulﬂoﬁ
recroatian areas in the San Gakxial Vailey of mm;mcmmsma Fo Dom Recrpalional Aros.
Thks hazardous waste fachity wotdd be bul bordering this pristing Recreational Area and wit prooiss over

1,500,000 gations of hazurdous. wasio every month, puttng ab sisk this preservad natursl habitar and
rocraational area snjoyed by thougands of chiliren and fariies

OTSC's job is 1 protect Cofomians snt oo enviconiment. Wity would @vyona 1ocalis 4 haZardous waste
{ocility no¥ to 8 mwwmmmm?mmm Hurdhiads & IRdustrial areds trough
out tho Los Argoles fegion where this SoUs0 be locasad, There [ 0o réasan t oo this Aaxt 15 the Santa Fa
Dam Recreational ares. Pleasa mmm@m Fe Darn Rocrantional Aroa bedara t's Soo fate.
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Gobemador Jorry Beown, mﬁamwl}m € DYSC propong parmits 1 constuctide do |8
instalacion ce dusechn aerigts Kiotaimens of 1ado 8 o do los vedidos évotbyicns mes grandes y
mmirmwmmmmmgmumgmmmmm}@m

ol Aroa de Rurogtion.do 4 Press do Sans o, Tatn Tatalacin de dosacho anfengada serld consinddn
findardo can asta Acan g Aecraciin peisting y ratan) més do 1,500,000 ghiones & basurn arrdsgada
mwa%mmpeﬁ;mmﬁ;ﬂilmmﬂmdcv&mamadmﬂmmpmn'iﬁnfb
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instalacida Jo depectio andesgads ¥ lado daun Aind e recisadidn tandlbie y eooldgicat Moy ciéntes i
drons industrialos en Aadias panes 6o 3 region 08 Los Angeles donde 6500 podria $at kcalzads, No hay
Mingrana razdn de hacer esio o} fado dul Aroa da necreackn de Ia Presa de Santa Fe, Por 1ovor ayGdencs
8 saivr Is Area Rocrestiond o 18 Prasa o Sanin Fo anies da qie sea demasiada 1arde,
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Governor Jerry Brown, wo nead yout help, DTSC is proposing to alow the construction of & hazardous
waste facility Inevally next door 10 ong of ™o Lasgest and most sensitvg ocological présarves and ouldoor
fecroaton areds in the San Gabrigl Valley of Lot Angeles County, the Santa Fe Dam Rocreatianal Arou.
This hazardous watte faciity woukd be budt bordeding this pristese Recreations! Area and will procass oves
1,500,000 galions of hazardous wasie overy month, putting ol fisk this preserved nasuml habital and
feireationnl angs eroyed by thousands of children and tamiios

DTSC's job is b protect Callorraans and our enwronment. Why would anyone kocole 8 hazardous waste
tacilty next lo & sensitve ecological and 7ecreaton #4047 Thare are hundreds of industrial argas through
Ut the Los Angelas region whero this could b lzated. There is no reason to do this neid % the Santa Fo
Dam Rocrossonal area. Piease help us save tha Santa Fg Dem Rocroational Area belore s 100 [ate.
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Gobetnador Jerry Brown, necesitamos su ayuda. €l DYSC propone pormitir ta construzcitn de la
inglalacion de desecho amesgada Sternimente al lado o une de fos vedados ecologioos mis grandes ¥
mas sensibles y dreas de rocreadon 2 aire fbre on ef Valle de San Gabriel ded Condads de Los Angeles,
el Asea do Recreacion de la Prosa de Sara Fe. Esta instalackéin do desoche arriasyads saria consiniida
kndando oon esta Aroa de Recroacidn pristina y tratard mis do 1,600,000 galones de basura armesgadn
cada mes. Ponlando en peligro este hibilal natural conservado y dres fecraasional dafrulada por miles de
rifios y familas.

£l trabajo del DTSC debo proleger a caliliomianos y auesiro ambiente. [Por qué locaizaria aiguien und
instalacién de desecho amiesgada al 18do da un dros da recreacion sensdie y acologica? Hay ciertos de
Arons industrizies en 10dEs panes de la region de Los Angeles dondo esto podria ser localizado. No hay
wnmﬁnmmmmumwm@mmannmmsm& Poxe favor ayOdoncs
a sabvar la Area Recreational de 13 Presa de Sarta Fo antos de que sed dermatiacdo tarde.
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Govermor Jomy Brown. wa noed yout hoip, DTSC Is proposing to afiow ke Gorucion of o hazardous
wasts faciity loraly nowt 8561 5 000 of the Lorgst and Moa! BENLIvE acologicsl Brostrves and ouldoor
:wemmgmwGawvmwmmmmsmmmamamu
mwwmmmwmmmwammmam Rocigationat Argp ond Wil proGess ovor
1,500,000 galions of hazardous wagle every month, puitng at sk this prasarved natural hibitat 8nd
recreational 3203 erioyed by thausands of children and families.

DYSC's job ia to protoct Caldomiana and our eenaranrnedtt, Why would aryono locae & hazardoys wasie
taciity nend 1o 2 sensitive scdlogcal 8iid fecisalion a2ea? Tiele &1a hundrols of Indusiripd areas Brough.
out the Lm&geﬁsrqﬂ%&ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ%‘bﬂﬂ!@ﬂ” to 4o this naxt o the Sanla Fe
Own Réaeationti arma. Ploaks holp us save the Santa Fe Dam Recraatianal Area before 'S 100 labe
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Gobomador Jeety Brown, nocestamos su syuds. E1 DTSC propone permitir I8 construceion de ia
instalacidn de desecho irrlesgads Leraiments d%awd&h&%o&nﬁuﬂuﬂswwﬂuv
M sensibles y dreas do recreacion ol ies itve en of Valie do San Gabeiel dol Condado de Los Angeles,
¢t Araa de Recreacion de ta Prose de Sarta Fe. Esta insialacion da desecho ariesgada soria construida
Hndando don ¢ata Aran da Recreacidn prisina y tratard mas de 1,500,000 galonos de basura prricsgada
cads mes. Ponigndo en peBigro ests habltal natural conservado y dren recreacional distnitada por miles deo
nifics y lamiliax.

El rabajo dot DTSC dobe proseger o caifornianos y muestro ambiantp, £Por qub localizarip aiguien una
inttalacin do desecho arlosgads al fads do un drea de recroackin sensidie y ecoldgica? May clemios de
trens industrisles en todas partes die ks regién do Los Angeles donde esto podria ser locaizado No hay
ninguna 260 de hacer €520 ol kudo det drea do recrentidn de In Presa de Sarta Fe. Por favor ayUdenos
& saivar In Arqa Recreacionst de ks Prosa de Santa Fe antes de quo 508 demasiado tarde.
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