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Former hazardous waste transporter sentenced for unlawful 
disposal, storage and transportation of hazardous waste 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – A Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) investigation 
resulted in the successful prosecution and sentencing of former hazardous waste transporter Roy 
Paul Gressly for six felony violations of the Hazardous Waste Control Act.  
 
DTSC’s Office of Criminal Investigations participated in the joint investigation with the US 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Santa Fe Springs Fire Department. The California 
Attorney General’s Office prosecuted the case against Gressly, who pleaded no contest to the six 
felony violations. Gressly was sentenced on Jan. 7, 2014, in Los Angeles Superior Court to 120 
days in jail and three years probation for two counts of unlawful disposal of hazardous waste, two 
counts of unlawful storage of hazardous waste and two counts of unlawful transportation of 
hazardous waste to unauthorized locations. 
 
“This type of illegal conduct will be investigated fully and those responsible will be held 
accountable,” said Reed Sato, DTSC Chief Counsel. “Illegal disposal, storage and transportation 
of hazardous waste threatens the health of the citizens of this community. I am pleased that we 
brought this violator to justice.” 
 
During his probation, Gressly is prohibited from working in the hazardous waste business. The 
court also ordered Gressly to pay more than $228,000 in restitution to former customers and 
landlords who had to clean up illegally stored and abandoned hazardous waste, and to pay a 
criminal fine of $7,500 plus applicable assessments, surcharges and penalties.       
 
Operating under several business names, Gressly was a commercial hazardous waste transporter 
who accepted hazardous waste from customers for delivery to authorized disposal facilities. 
Instead of delivering the waste for proper disposal, he stockpiled it at three unauthorized locations 
in the Los Angeles area and abandoned some of the waste at two of those locations. A spill from a 
leaking tanker truck prompted the investigation that discovered the violations.    
 
Due to Gressly’s illegal activities, his former customers and the owners of properties where 
Gressly illegally stored and abandoned hazardous waste, had to pay substantial cleanup costs. In 
addition, public funds were necessary to clean up the waste. 
 

# # # 
 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by phone at 
(800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov. To report illegal handling, discharge, or disposal of 
hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.  

The Mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of 
toxic substances by restoring contaminated properties, identifying and promoting safer 
ingredients in consumer products, and ensuring stewardship through enforcement, regulation 
and pollution prevention.  
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