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Evaluating Product-Chemical Safety using Life Cycle Thinking

Stakeholder Input/Data Sought for:
 Priority Product Work Plan
  Research 
  Exposure data
  Hazard data
 Regulations

 

Priority 
Product 

Work Plan
Research

An inventory of chemicals  
used to identify the chemical(s) 
in a Priority Product.

Periodically 
Updated:
 Comprised 

of 23 Authori-
tative Lists

 List changes 
as Authorita-
tive Lists do

List Additions:
 Petitions 

from 
Stake-
holders

 DTSC adds 
through 
Rulemaking

• Carcinogens

• Mutagens

• Reproductive

Biomonitor

Air Quality

Water 
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Development
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Respiratory

 Many hazard traits and exposures 
covered by list.

Alternatives Analysis 
asks the question:

Is the chemical in the 
product necessary?

Is there a safer alternative? 
Narrative standard, 
not risk assessment

Life Cycle Thinking
Manufacturers use it to:
 Minimize hazards
 Reduce exposures
 Assess trade-offs
 Submit a proposed 

implementation plan

 Alternatives 
Analyses submitted to 
DTSC are available for 
public comment

 Available for 
public comment

Many Possible 
Regulatory Responses:
 Additional information to DTSC
 Additional information for 

consumers
 Additional safety measures
 Restrictions/Prohibitions on 

sales
 End-of-life product stewardship
 Research funding

Final Regulatory 
Reponse

Draft Regulatory 
Reponse
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Key Elements Recent/Upcoming Activities Lessons Learned

Note: Consumer products excludes pesticides, prescription drugs

              Periodically Updated:
  Comprised of 23 Authoritative  

  Lists
  List changes as Authoritative 

  Lists do
 Transparent to stakeholders

 2013: Searchable Candidate 
Chemicals database

 Ongoing: Quarterly Updates

 DTSC may impose a range of 
conditions or restrictions 
based on manufacturers’ 
decision

 Manufacturer decides how to 
evaluate and improve product 
safety

 Life Cycle Thinking to avoid 
regrettable substitutions 

 Transparent evaluation

 Potential to cause or contribute 
to significant or widespread 
adverse impacts

 Narrative standard is met by 
considering adverse impacts 
and exposure criteria

 Can prioritize sensitive sub-
populations

 2014: Initial Proposed Priority 
Products

 2015: Work Plan
 2016: 
  Next Priority Product  workshops
  Initial Priority Product regulations
 2017: Release next Work Plan

 2015: Draft Stage 1 AA Guidance
  Currently available for public 

  comment 
 2016: Draft Stage 2 AA Guidance 

will be released

 Lists do not include “emerg-
ing” contaminants, especially 
those with aquatic impacts

 Value of stakeholder dialogue
 Collaborate to fill data gaps:
  Product ingredient
  Monitoring data
  Evidence of exposure

 Numerous tools are available 
and continue to be developed

 Our guidance will evolve as we 
receive feedback 

Stay tuned! Stay tuned!

Overarching Principle: Decisions are guided by quality hazard and exposure data
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