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Proposed Soil Cleanup Work Plan for the
New Ramona Opportunity High School Site

Weinviteyou to review and comment on aplan submitted by the L osAngeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to remove and dispose of contaminated soil
fromthefuture site of the new RamonaOpportunity High School in LosAngeles. The
proposed new school will replacethe existing Ramona Opportunity High School. The
objectiveof thecleanup isto prevent potential exposureto the contaminantsby removing
them prior to construction.

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), adepartment withinthe California
Environmental Protection Agency, isresponsiblefor overseeing thesiteenvironmental
Investigation and ensuring that mitigation and cleanup activitiesareconducted in
accordancewith state and federal lawsand regulations.

This Fact Sheet Tells You:

SiteHistory and Background

Why Cleanup IsNecessary

Cleanup Options

How Metro Plansto Clean It Up

Safety and Dust Control During Cleanup
Next Steps

Site History and Background

Metro needsto useaportion of the LosAngeles Unified School District’'s(LAUSD)
existing Ramona Opportunity High School, located at 231 South AlmaAvenue.

In exchangefor the property needed, Metro hasacquired nineformer residential properties
acrossAlmaAvenueto reconfigurethe school. Under an agreement withthe LAUSD,
Metro isconducting the environmental investigation and cleanup of these propertiesprior

to turning them over to the LAUSD for the new school devel opment. The propertiestotal
oneacreinsizeand arelocated at the northwest corner of AlmaAvenue and East 3¢
Street. Theformer addresseswere 208-234 South AlmaAvenue and 3633-3643 East 3
Street. Thesiteiscurrently vacant asthe buildingsand concrete have been removed as

part of thedemolition process.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
JANUARY 18,2007, TO FEBRUARY 1, 2007

The Draft Removal Action Workplan (RAW) for thisschool siteand other related
project documentsare availablefor review and public comment at thelocationslisted
on page 4. Please submit written commentsin the enclosed postage paid return
envelope postmarked by February 1, 2007. Or, email before the deadline date no later
than 5 p.m. to: Jenny Au, DSTC Project Manager, jau@dtsc.ca.gov.




In compliancewith State lawsfor proposed new
school sites, Metro conducted aPreliminary
Environmental Assessment (PEA) in 2006t0
evauatethenine parcel sfor potential environmental
hazardsand contaminants. Theresultsof the PEA
were shared with the community at aPublic Hearing
held by Metro at RamonaOpportunity High School
on December 5, 2006.

During the PEA fieldwork, lead wasfoundin
shallow soil at 26 locationsat elevated
concentrationsthat requirecleanup. Inaddition,
dieldrin (pesticide) wasfound at two locationsat
€l evated concentrationsthat require cleanup.

Why Cleanup is Necessary

Whilelead occursnaturaly in Southern California
soils, exposureto elevated level sof thismetal could
causeadverse hedth effects. Theelevated levels
found at the proposed school site may haveresulted
from the use of |ead-based paint on the houses
formerly located onthesite. Exposuretodieldrin, a
pesticide, could also cause adverse hedlth effects.
Thedieldrin detected at the Site probably camefrom
varioustermite extermination pesticidesused to
protect the wooden structure of the homes.
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Thereisnoimmediate hedthrisk, sincethepublicis
not exposed to the contaminated soil. Thesiteis
currently surrounded by asix-foot high chainlink-
fence. However, DT SC recommended that Metro
prepare acleanup plan to removethe contaminated
soil to protect the studentsand staff who will attend
thenew school. DTSC will overseetheremoval
actionandwill ensurethatitisperformedina
manner that does not harm peopleor the
environment.

Cleanup Options

Four cleanup optionsareidentified inthedraft RAW;
each wasevaluated on effectiveness, ability to be
implemented, and overall cost. Thefour cleanup
optionsare:

Option 1—NoAction

Option 2—Treatment

Option 3—Capping

Option 4 —Soil Excavation and Off-Site Disposal

Therecommended remedy that meetsthesegoalsis
Option 4, Excavation and Off-Site Disposal of the
soil. Thisremedy isproposed becauseitis
protective of human hedth and the environment,
feasible, permanent, and hasareasonable cost.

Notice of Exemption (NOE)

DTSC hasprepared adraft Notice of Exemption
(NOE) for thisproject pursuant to the California
Environmenta Quality Act (CEQA). TheNOE
document statesthat the project will not havea
sgnificant negativeeffect ontheenvironment
because of therelatively small volume, short project
duration, and the controlled manner inwhich
contaminated soilswill beexcavated, loaded onto
trucksand taken offsitefor disposal.

How Metro Plans to Clean It Up

The contaminated soil will bedug out usinga
backhoe, bulldozer, tracked excavator, shovelsor
other typesof earth moving equipment, asnecessary.
Thesoil will beeither temporarily stockpiled or
loaded directly onto trucks and taken off-site. On-
stesoil stockpiling for long durationsisnot
anticipated. Approximately 183 cubic yards (238
tons) of soil will beremoved. Excavation depthswill
be between 1 to 1.5 feet below ground surface.
Work will occur over approximately 7 days. This
includessoil removd, trangportation, and
confirmation soil samplingand analysis.

Itwill take approximately ninetruckloadsto remove
thesoil. Truckswill travel on city streets(such as 3™
Street and AlmaAvenue) to either State Route 60 or
Interstate 5 to minimize potential impactson thelocal
neighborhood. Thesoil will betransportedtoa
State-approved disposal facility.

Safety and Dust Control During Cleanup

In order to mitigate any possible dust exposures,
Metro planson performing themajority of the
excavation activitiesduring aweekend from 6:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and possibly two weekdayswhen
studentsarein classfrom approximately 8:00a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Work will stop when studentsareat lunch.
Inaddition, Metrowill bemonitoring theair at the
worksite perimeter during theactivitiesand
performing dust control. Other actionsMetrowill
taketo ensure safety of the publicandtominimize
dustinclude:

[ ] Temporary fencing with windscreenswill be
installed for security and dust control

[ | All vehicleswill maintain dow speedswhile
onthe property

[ ] Thework areaswill belightly sprayed or
misted with clean water to prevent dust

[ | Thetruckswill be secured with coversas
they leavethesite
[ | Theair will bemonitored at the siteto ensure

theamount of dust staysat safelevels

Next Steps

Upon completion of the Public Comment Period,
DTSCwill review and consider any public
commentsand makeany necessary revisionstothe
draft workplan prior tothefinal approval. The soil
removal isexpected to take placein early February
2007 (weather permitting). After the cleanup process
iscompleted, Metrowill conduct soil testing to
confirm cleanup goalshave been achieved and
submit aRemoval Action Completion Report to the
DTSC for review and approval. A copy of this
report will beavailableat thelocationscited on

page4.




Where to Find Site Documents

Copiesof the PEA Report and the Draft RAW will
beavailableat thelocationsidentified below:

Ramona Oppor tunity High School
MainOffice

231 South AlmaAvenue
LosAngeles, CA 90063

Phone: (323) 263-7429

Benjamin FranklinLibrary
Reference Desk

2200 East First Street
LosAngeles, CA 90033
Phone: (323) 263-6901

East LosAngelesLibrary
Reference Desk

4837 East Third Street
LosAngeles, CA 90022-1601
Phone: (323) 264-0155

DT SC Regional Records Room

1011 North Grandview Avenue

Glendae, CA 91201

Contact: JoneBarrio

Phone: (818) 551-2886

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00am—5:00pm

Who to Contact for Information

If you have any questions about the project or
cleanup activities, please contact thefollowing
persons.

MarinaPérez

DTSC Public Participation Specialist

(818) 551-2875 or toll free 1-866-495-5651
mperez@dtsc.cagov

Jenny Au

DTSC Project Manager
(818) 551-2905
jau@dtsc.ca.gov

Si deseainfor macion en espariol, comuniquese
con la: Srta. MarinaPérez, Especialistaen
Participacion Publicadel DTSC, al

(818) 551-2875.

For Medialnquiries:
JeanneGarcia

DTSC Public Information Officer
(818) 551-2176
jgarcia@dtsc.ca.gov

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals

You can obtain additiona information about theste
by usng the CdiforniaState Relay Serviceat

(888) 877-5378(TDD), or by calling Marina
Pérez, DTSC Public Participation Specidist, at
(818) 551-2875.

For more information about DTSC, see our Web site at www.dtsc.ca.gov.




