
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Matthew Rodriquez 

Secretary for 
Environmental Protection 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Barbara A. Lee, Director 

8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826-3200 

Edmund G. Brown Jr. 
Governor 

September 19, 2017 

Mr. Phyllip Nguyen, P.E. 
Senior Water Quality Engineer 
San Jose Water Company 
Water Quality and Environmental Services Department 
1221 South Bascom Avenue, Bldg. A 
San Jose, California 95128 

EMERGENCY PERMIT FOR TREATMENT OF HAZARDOUS WASTE, SAN JOSE 
WATER COMPANY, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA. 

The San Jose Water Company (S W J C) has requested an emergency permit from the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (D T S C) to treat hazardous waste released at 
their Grant Lane Station (Facility) located at 651 Vine Street in San Jose. On 
September 13, 2017, a carrier water line carrying sodium hypochlorite solution broke 
and spilled approximately 4,600 gallons of chlorinated water into secondary 
containment and into the surrounding grounds of the building. No water was released to 
the storm or sewer systems. Approximately 4,000 gallons is currently contained within 
the secondary containment at the facility and must de-chlorinated (treated) before it can 
be discharged to the sewer under authorization granted by the City of San Jose 
Environmental Services Department. 

Testing of the chlorinated water conducted by S J W C showed the level of chlorine to be at 8 
milligrams per liter. S J W C concluded that the chlorinated water meets the definition of a 
hazardous waste in California under California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, 
section 66261.24(a)(6) because the water would be toxic to fish. S J W C dechlorinates 
chlorinated water up to 300 milligrams per liter as part of their normal water utility business 
activities. However, because of the toxicity characteristic of the water and the fact that it was 
generated as a result of a spill, it is considered a hazardous waste and authorization to treat 
hazardous waste must be obtained from D T S C. Vita-d-Chlor tablets will be used to de-
chlorinate the water. The active ingredient in the Vita-d-Chlor tablets is absorbic acid 
(Vitamin C). Once the water has been de-chlorinated, the water can then be discharged to 
the City's sewer system. This would allow the Water Treatment Facility to come back online 
as quickly as possible. 

Based on the authority granted to D T S C, pursuant to Title 22, California Code of 
Regulations (22 C C R), section 66270.61, D T S C finds there to be imminent and 
substantial endangerment to human health and the environment, and by way of this 
letter, issues this temporary emergency permit to S J W C. This permit is not transferable 
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to any other party and may not be used in any other capacity or for any other activity. 
This permit may be revoked by D T S C at any time without process; if it is determined 
that termination is appropriate to protect human health and the environment. 

The following requirements are specific conditions of this permit. Failure to comply with 
any of the following conditions may cause an immediate revocation of this permit 
pursuant to 22 C C R, section 66270.61 (b)(4), and could subject S J W C to legal action. 

1. Treatment must be conducted, in accordance with all safety protocols 
established for such treatment and according to the procedures contained in the 
September 19, 2017 emergency permit request. 

2. The area must be inspected after treatment to ensure that there is no release of 
hazardous waste from the area. Any untreated waste must be immediately 
treated or removed and managed appropriately. 

3. S J W C must allow inspection of records and of the facility by any duly-authorized 
representative of D T S C, in order to carry out the purpose of Chapter 6.5, Division 
20 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

4. The issuance of this Permit by D T S C does not release S J W C from any liability or 
duty imposed by federal or state statutes or regulations, or local ordinances. S J W C 
must obtain permits required by other governmental agencies, including but not 
limited to, the applicable land use planning, zoning, air quality, and water quality laws 
for the treatment and discharge operations. 

5. Within 10 working days of the expiration of this permit, S J W C must submit a 
Final Report signed, in accordance with Title 22 C C R, section 66270.11(d), to 
D T S C and the Certified Unified Program Agency (C U P A), which has jurisdiction 
over the location of the Facility. The report must contain following certification 
statement, "I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments 
were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system 
designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the 
information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who 
manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for 
knowing violations." 

The report must state whether the treatment area has been cleared of all residual 
hazardous waste generated from this emergency treatment, and if all generated 
waste has been properly managed. The report must also describe any deviations 
from the established guidelines of this emergency permit, or information 
submitted to D T S C. 
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This emergency permit is effective beginning September 19, 2017, and shall expire on 
September 25, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3587 or 
sam.coe@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Coe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Permitting Division 

cc: 

Maria Soria, Maria.Soria@dtsc.ca.gov 
Environmental Program Manager I (Sup) 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Hazardous Waste Management Program 
Berkeley Office 

Diana Peebler, Diana.Peebler@dtsc.ca.gov 
Sr. Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Hazardous Waste Management Program 
Berkeley Office
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