Tier 1 Alternatives Assessment (AA)

At the same time DTSC issues CoC

list, it issues an accompanying
guidance covering how to interpret the
list and steps to take and expertise
needed to determine how and whether
to seek out a replacement for the
substance or to replace whatever
contains it with another item or
material. A key element of this
guidance is the “Tier 1 AA”, a simple list
of questions for examination of any
alternative. The function of the Tier 1
AA is primarily to educate
manufacturers about informed selection
of alternatives to avoid regrettable
substitutions.
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Regulatory Response
Based on Tier 2 AA

(a) no action (DTSC agrees
selected alternative is clearly
preferable)
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Tier 2 AA

Screening-level product-specific
AA. Sufficiently detailed to form
the basis for a decision for a
clearly preferable alternative.
Where no alternative is clearly
preferable, identifies the list of
potential alternatives and the
focus areas for more detailed
assessment and provides a
workplan for a Focused Follow-
Up Assessment

"Simply substituting one
component that contains a
CoC with another that does
not may still leave your
company at risk. Here is why,
and what you need to do to
ensure that your selected
replacement solution is
neither temporary nor
regrettable..."

Tier 1 AA — Voluntary or Mandatory?
Making the Tier 1 AA mandatory would
respond to the desire for change across the
entire California consumer product market and
would more effectively limit regrettable
substitutions

Possible Tier 1 AA requirements:
(1) Knowing if CoC is in products

(may accept supplier certification that it is not)

(2) If CoC is present, complete Tier |
AA to examine alternatives (several —
but at least one)

(3) Both CoC content & Tier 1 AA
subject to call-in by DTSC (similar to
SB 14 plans)

(b) One or more interim
requirements (e.g., labeling, product
stewardship) while Focused Follow-

Up Assessment is underway
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Focused Follow-
Up Assessment
(If Necessary)

Detailed product-
specific
assessment,
implementing
workplan coming
out of Tier 2 AA
(as modified by
DTSC) or
implementing
DTSC-initiated
requirement for
follow-up
assessment.
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