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The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to 

review and comment on a proposed cleanup plan for the former Oroville 

manufactured gas plant (MGP) site, located in the areas of Huntoon and 

Montgomery streets, in Oroville, California 95965 (Site). The cleanup plan, called 

a draft Remedial Action Plan (draft RAP), proposes excavation and off-site 

disposal of 10,000 tons of soil impacted with polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

(PAHs), total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs), and metals, including arsenic and lead. If the draft RAP is approved, 

crews will remove impacted soil, backfill and compact excavated areas with clean, 

imported fill and restore the Site parking lot and planter areas. Post-remediation 

groundwater monitoring will confirm the effectiveness of cleanup activities. 

 

February 15, 2018 – March 16, 2018 
 

DTSC invites you to review and 
comment on the draft RAP and 
related California Environmental 
Quality Act Negative Declaration 
for the PG&E former Oroville 
MGP site. All comments must be 
mailed or emailed by March 16, 
2018 to:  
 

Manuel Lopez, DTSC Public Participation 

Specialist 

700 Heinz Ave., Suite 200 

Berkeley, CA 94710 

(818) 717-6572 or toll-free (866) 495-5651 

Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov 
 

Public Meeting: DTSC will hold 

a public meeting to provide 

information on the draft RAP, 

answer questions and obtain 

public comments. 
 

Tuesday, February 27 

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  

Centennial Cultural Center 

1931 Arlin Rhine Memorial Drive 

Oroville, CA 95965 

 
 

Public Comment Period 

mailto:Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov
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Site Location and History 

Located in downtown Oroville, the Site is bounded to the west by Huntoon Street, to the north by a levee for the 

Feather River, and to the east and south by other portions of the parking lot followed by Meyers Street and 

Montgomery Street, respectively. The former MGP operated from 1878 to 1926 using coal, shale, pitch-pine and oil 

to produce gas for the lighting, heating and cooking needs of the community. The plant was shut down in 1926, 

because it was not needed after a high-pressure gas main connected a gas plant in Marysville to Oroville. PG&E sold 

the former MGP property to the City of Oroville in 1964, which today consists of a small building that houses a storm 

water pumping station and roughly 25 percent of a public parking lot.  

 
Environmental Investigations 

Since 2010, PG&E has conducted several investigations that have determined the extent of historic gas plant residues 

in soil and soil vapor (the air in between soil particles) at the Site. These investigations found varying levels of PAHs, 

TPH, VOCs and metals, such as lead and arsenic, at depths ranging from roughly two to 25 feet below ground surface. 

Groundwater at the Site is approximately 25 to 28 feet below ground surface. Relatively low concentrations of TPH, 

PAHs and select metals have been found in groundwater. 

 

A Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) found that current site conditions do not present a risk to nearby off-

site workers, the surrounding community or the environment. The proposed site cleanup plan will achieve long-term 

protection of human health and the environment, and allow for Site parking lot and planter area restoration. 

 
What Can Be Done to Clean It Up? 

The draft RAP summarizes the nature and extent of soil, soil vapor and groundwater contamination, and develops 

and evaluates six alternatives to clean up the Site using the following criteria: effectiveness, feasibility, regulatory and 

public acceptance, overall protection of human health and the environment, and cost. 
 

 

Alternative 1: No action - The Site would be left in its current condition under this alternative. It serves as a baseline 
against which to compare other alternatives. 
 
Alternative 2: Capping with institutional controls and groundwater monitoring - This alternative would 
maintain the existing asphalt paved parking lot and planter area soil as a cap over impacted soils. Institutional controls, 
in the form of a deed restriction, would be implemented to limit certain land uses, on-site use of groundwater, and 
prohibit certain current and future activities. Routine cap inspections and maintenance, and long-term groundwater 
monitoring would also be implemented. 
 
Alternative 3: Shallow excavation with capping, institutional controls and groundwater monitoring - This 
alternative would remove the top four feet of impacted soil across the entire Site and adjacent eastern parking lot 
impacted area; backfill excavations with clean, imported fill; repaving and restoring the parking lot and disturbed 
planters (or restoration consistent with the City’s future planned use). Asphalt pavement and planter areas would be 
maintained as a protective cover over the impacted soil remaining in the ground. As in Alternative 2, a deed restriction 
would be implemented and would include, routine cap inspections and maintenance and long-term groundwater 
monitoring. 
 
Alternative 4: Targeted source removal, capping, institutional controls and groundwater monitoring - This 
alternative would remove shallow planter soil on-site and in the off-site adjacent eastern parking lot area, and would 
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excavate deep soils in targeted areas where current soil conditions represent a threat to groundwater quality. 
Excavations would be backfilled with clean, imported fill and the parking lot would be repaved and planter areas 
would be restored. A deed restriction, routine cap inspections and maintenance, and short-term groundwater 
monitoring would be implemented. 
 
Alternative 5: Shallow excavation, targeted source removal, capping, institutional controls and groundwater 
monitoring - This alternative would remove the top four feet of soil across the site and in targeted source area 
impacts that threaten the groundwater quality. Crews would backfill excavations with clean, imported fill. Asphalt 
pavement and planter areas would be restored (or restoration consistent with the City’s future planned use) and a 
protective cover maintained over any remaining impacted soil. A deed restriction, routine cap inspections and 
maintenance, and short-term groundwater monitoring would be implemented. 
 
Alternative 6: Unrestricted use soil excavation with groundwater monitoring - This alternative includes 
excavation of the top 10 feet of soil on-Site and in the adjacent eastern parking lot impacted area; removal of soil in 
targeted areas up to 30 feet below ground surface; backfilling excavations with clean, imported fill; and re-pave and 
restore the parking lot and planter areas (or restoration consistent with the City’s future planned use). Long-term 
maintenance of the cap (soil, asphalt, or planters) where soil residues remain in the top 10 feet and short-term 
groundwater monitoring would be implemented. 
 
Recommended Alternative 

Based on an evaluation of the alternatives, Alternative 4 is recommended for Site cleanup. The proposed cleanup 

would address impacts to soil and reduce the potential for future groundwater impacts. This alternative also offers 

long-term protection of human health and the environment. It successfully balances cleanup with the least amount 

of disruption to the community and short-term impacts to the environment. 

 

If DTSC approves the draft RAP, the following activities would address historic gas plant residues: 

• Removal of about 10,000 tons (430 truckloads) of impacted soil from select areas to depths of up to 25 feet 

below ground surface; 

• Capping or excavation and offsite disposal of impacted soil in planter areas to depths of up to two feet; 

• Backfill and compact excavated areas with clean, imported fill; 

• Clean up and restore the Site to its current condition as a parking lot and planter area restoration; 

• Conduct semiannual groundwater monitoring for a minimum of three years to evaluate conditions following 

remediation. 
 

DTSC would enact a Land Use Covenant for the Site to address any remaining soil impacts and limit on-site use of 

groundwater. 
 

 

Safety Measures 

The following safety measures would help ensure that public health and the environment are protected during cleanup 

activities: 

• The Site would be fenced off for public safety. 

• Water would be sprayed during soil removal to control dust. 

• Plastic sheeting would cover any stockpiled soil. 
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• Trucks would be covered and tires cleaned prior to leaving the Site. 

• Air and dust monitoring would occur upwind and downwind of the excavation. 
 

When exiting the Site, trucks will follow a City-approved truck route by turning right onto Montgomery Street, 

traveling west for roughly a mile and then turning onto Highway 70. At the height of operations, a maximum of 50 

truck trips may occur daily during soil removal and import activities; this is about one to two trucks entering/exiting 

the site per hour. Flaggers will be on-Site to safely manage truck, car and pedestrian traffic.  

 

A Work Notice would be distributed to the community prior to the start of work. Soil excavation is expected to begin 

in mid-2018 and last about six months. Environmental controls including air, dust, noise monitoring and suppression, 

if required, would protect the surrounding community during cleanup. 

 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

As the lead agency under CEQA, DTSC conducted an Initial Study that determined the proposed project would have 

no significant impact on the environment. DTSC concludes a Negative Declaration is the appropriate document to 

prepare under CEQA. DTSC welcomes comments on the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration. 

 

What Happens Next? 

DTSC will review and consider all public comments before making a final decision on the draft RAP and will prepared 

a Responsiveness Summary. At the end of the public comment period, we will evaluate comments received and make 

any necessary changes to the RAP. We will send a Responsiveness Summary document to all those who comment 

and make it available in the information repositories listed below. 

 

Information Repositories 

The draft RAP, CEQA documents and other Site-related documents are available to review at the following 

locations: 
 

Butte County Library – Reference Desk 

1820 Mitchell Avenue 

Oroville, CA 95966 

(530) 538-7641; call for hours 

DTSC – File Room 

700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200 

Berkeley, CA 94710 

(510) 540-3800; call for appointment 

 

You can also view the copies of key technical reports, fact sheets and other site-related information on DTSC’s 

EnviroStor database at: http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/ 

 

To find documents for the PG&E Former Oroville MGP on DTSC’s EnviroStor database click on “Site/Facility 

Search” and enter “Oroville” in the City field, then click on “Get Report.” Find “PG&E Former Oroville 

Manufactured Gas Plant Site” and click on the “Report” link next to the Site name.  

 
Sign up for DTSC email alerts notifying you when new documents are available by clicking at the top right link on 

the EnviroStor report page for this Site. To learn more about DTSC, please visit our website at www.dtsc.ca.gov. 

 

http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/
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Contact Information 

For more information about the cleanup process or related documents, contact: 
 

Jose Diaz, DTSC Project Manager, (818) 717-6614, Jose.Diaz@dtsc.ca.gov  

Manuel Lopez, DTSC Public Participation Specialist, (818) 717-6572, toll free at (866) 495-5651, 

Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov 

For media requests, contact: 

Russ Edmondson, DTSC Public Information Officer, (916) 323-3372, Russ.Edmondson@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

 

 

mailto:Jose.Diaz@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:Russ.Edmondson@dtsc.ca.gov


If  you have questions or would like to provide input on the DTSC Draft Remedial Action Plan for the PG&E Former Oroville 
MGP, please fill out the information below and mail this pre-paid card by March 16, 2018. Additional questions or comments can be 
mailed to Manuel Lopez, DTSC Public Participation Specialist, Department of  Toxic Substances Control, 700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200, 
Berkeley, CA 94710 or by email to Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov.  

Questions/Comments: 

 

Name:  

Address: 

City:  State:  Zip: 

Phone:  Email: 

    Add me to the mailing list so that I can receive additional information

We will only use the mailing list to keep you informed of  project activities and key opportunities for public input. Mailing lists are not released 
to outside parties. 

30-day Public Comment Period for the PG&E Former Oroville MGP

If  you have questions or would like to provide input on the DTSC Draft Remedial Action Plan for the PG&E Former Oroville 
MGP, please fill out the information below and mail this pre-paid card by March 16, 2018. Additional questions or comments can be 
mailed to Manuel Lopez, DTSC Public Participation Specialist, Department of  Toxic Substances Control, 700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200, 
Berkeley, CA 94710 or by email to Manuel.Lopez@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Questions/Comments: 

 

Name:  

Address: 

City:  State:  Zip: 

Phone:  Email: 

 Add me to the mailing list so that I can receive additional information

We will only use the mailing list to keep you informed of  project activities and key opportunities for public input. Mailing lists are not released 
to outside parties. 

30-day Public Comment Period for the PG&E Former Oroville MGP




