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Santa Susana Field Lab Closure Plan 

Dear Assembly Member Brownley, 

I have received your May 4, 2007 letter concerning the Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL) site. In your letter, you expressed concerns about the process the Department 
of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) was following in considering the cleanup and 
closure of the Department of Energy's (DOE) Radioactive Materials Handling Facility 
(RMHF) at SSFL. I appreciate the interest that you, other elected representatives, and 
members of the community continue to express regarding the cleanup of the SSFL site 
and the closure of the RMHF. I apologize that DTSC's communications regarding 
closure of the RMHF have not been clear, and have led to concerns about DTSC's 
regulatory role in protecting public health and the environment. 

Per your request, I have enclosed copies of the April 6 and April 30 letters, and other 
documents regarding the meeting and the issues that were discussed. After reviewing 
these documents and reflecting on telephone conversations with community activists, I 
am concerned that instead of serving to clarify and resolve concerns, our exchanges 
seem to be increasing the level of concern and confusion regarding our role and 
responsibilities related to the RMHF, and by extension, the rest of Area IV. Although we 
are very willing to provide you with information we have related to the RMHF closure 
and the cleanup of Area IV, I would like to offer to meet with you, your staff, and others 
from the community to discuss DTSC's statutory authorities and role, and to hear from 
you and others regarding concerns you may have about our interpretations. We truly 
desire to understand issues that others see in the way we are interpreting our authority 
that may lead to limitations or shortcomings we have not anticipated. My hope is that 
discussing these issues in a more open way will facilitate a better working relationship 
between DTSC, the community, and your office. 
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