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Public Comment Period
The California Department of  Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to 
review and comment on the Removal Action WorkPlan (RAW) for the Sunshine 
Cleaners located at 10750 San Pablo Avenue in El Cerrito, California 94530 (Site). 
The draft RAW is a cleanup plan to address the contamination and the use of  
a sub slab depressurization system (SSDS) to clean-up the contamination at the 
Site.

Environmental investigations found high levels of  Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) 
in the soil, soil vapor and groundwater at the Site. Petroleum hydrocarbons also 
found at the Site. This contamination can pose a risk to human health and the 
environment. DTSC would oversee the proposed cleanup of  the contamination 
at the Site, and encourages your participation in the cleanup decision-making 
process.

SITE HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
The Site is a 2,800-square foot vacant commercial space within a one-story 
commercial building that includes adjoining businesses: Tap Plastics (10760 San 
Pablo Avenue) to the north and a doughnut shop to the south (10740 San Pablo 
Avenue) with a contiguous parking area.

In the 1930s a junk yard was identifi ed to have been located on the northern 
portion of  the Site (near Schmidt Lane). A possible underground storage tank 
was identifi ed to have been located approximately 220 feet south of  Schmidt lane. 
The space within the Site has historical been used as a dry cleaner and laundry 
since at least 1975 to 2010.

INVESTIGATION FINDINGS
During various Site investigations conducted between 1997 and 2016; PCE 
was found in the soil, soil gas, groundwater in the surrounding shopping mall 
and indoor air inside the Site space high concentrations.  Groundwater and 
indoor air at the commercial spaces at 10730 and 10740 San Pablo Avenue were 
also affected. Certain areas of  the parking lot were also affected. Petroleum 
hydrocarbons have also been detected at the Site and parking lot area and from 



the former junkyard or the gasoline service stations that were formerly located at the corner of  San Pablo Avenue and 
Schmidt Lane.
Mitigation work conducted during the 2015 investigation phase proved effective in removing the PCE source in the soil 
that impacted soil gas and groundwater. Groundwater verifi cation sampling conducted in front of  the property building 
in October 2017 demonstrates that this continued source removal effectiveness.

PROPOSE REMOVAL ACTION PLAN
The RAW proposes to use SSDS to remedy the vapor intrusion for the interior space.  The remedy involves completely 
removing the existing interior foundation slab along with 12-18 inches of  the underlying soil, then to install the SSDS 
with risers to vent PCE vapor to the atmosphere.  A chlorinated volatile organic compound (CVOC) barrier membrane 
placed above the SSDS will be installed and the foundation slab replaced. This will result removing the source and 
capture any future volatilized PCE and related VOCs soil-gas emanating from any residual PCE in the soil and 
groundwater beneath the new foundation so that it cannot impact the indoor air.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), DTSC has prepared a draft Notice of  
Exemption (NOE). CEQA is a statute that requires State and local agencies to identify the signifi cant environmental 
impacts of  their actions and to avoid or mitigate those impacts, if  possible. This document indicates there will be no 
signifi cant environmental impacts that may result from this project. The draft NOE will be made available for public 
review, along with other supporting documents in the information repositories.

NEXT STEPS
DTSC will review and consider comments received during the public comment period before making a fi nal decision to 
approve, modify or deny the draft RAW. If  comments are received from the community on the draft RAW, DTSC will 
prepare a “Response to Comments” at the completion of  the public comment period. Anyone who submits comments 
will receive a copy of  the “Response to Comments”. Additionally, a copy of  the “Response to Comments” would be 
placed in the information repositories.

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES
The draft RAW, and project-related documents can be viewed at:
El Cerrito Public Library
6510 Stockton Avenue
El Cerrito, California 94530
(510) 526-7512; Call for hours

DTSC Berkeley Regional Offi ce File Room
700 Heinz Avenue
Berkeley, California 94710
(510) 540-3800; Call for an appointment

Review this information at DTSC’s website: www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public. Click on “Site/Facility Search” under 
“Tools”. Enter “El Cerrtio” in the city fi eld, click “Get Report,” click on “Report” link next to “Sunshine Clearner.”

DTSC CONTACT INFORMATION
The following individuals may be contacted with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the project:
Hongbo Zhu
Project Manager
(510) 540-3817
Hongbo.Zhu@dtsc.ca.gov

Tammy Pickens
Public Participation Specialist
(916) 255-3594; (800) 495-5651
Tammy.Pickens@dtsc.ca.gov

Russ Edmondson
Public Information Offi cer
(916) 323-3372
Russ.Edmondson@dtsc.ca.gov




