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Hello,

I also wanted to bring another matter to the attention of the IRP. The attached are my
concerns and comments over the adjacent parcel of land for which DTSC is also in process of
reviewing the RAW. I submitted my comments to the DTSC during the review period and have
yet to hear back on responses to my questions but yet the landowner has already had trucks
driving on and off the property installing fencing.

Thank you,
Claudia Cibrian
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Independent Review Panel 								August 7, 2017

Department of Toxic Substances Control 						

Attention: Gideon Kracov, JD., Chair, Mike Vizzier, Vice Chair, Dr. Arezoo Campbell, Member

RE: Morgan Hill Altamira Borello Property clean up – DTSC oversight and IRP meeting on August 9, 2017

Dear Members of the IRP,

I am writing to express my concerns over the proposed land clean-up known as the Altamira Borello Property in Morgan Hill, CA. I am a resident of the area near the property and have read through the proposed RAW and have been following this matter since I received a notice from the DTSC regarding the land and the residential properties to be built on it in the very near future. I am unable to attend the IRP meeting on August 9th and am submitting these comments to be heard by you at the meeting.

The focus of my concerns for this portion of the property mostly surround the clean-up procedures detailed in the proposed RAW. I found many more flaws in this proposed RAW than I did in the RAW for the Borello School property and I urge you to take just as close a look at this site and the potential pitfalls as you are with the school property because there are many. Additionally, just within the last few days there has already been fencing installed around the perimeter of this parcel suddenly and with no notice to the surrounding community. The RAW is supposed to be in place to protect the community from dust particles carrying the contaminant but how can we be sure that any of the requirements in the RAW were even considered for the installation of the fences if the RAW isn’t even final yet. In fact I have yet to receive a reply to my questions to the DTSC about the RAW for this property. I’m sure it took trucks driving on and off the site at unmonitored speeds to install the fencing all the while kicking up dry contaminated soil.

I am highly concerned that the DTSC is not properly overseeing and regulating the landowners here and if that can’t be done properly now before the project has even commenced, how can we be certain of anything being done properly moving forward.

See some of my comments/questions below on the Altamira property:

· Why is it there not a similar risk assessment done for possible cancer risk caused by exposure during remediation as there is for the exposure for future residents? What is the potential cancer risk for those exposed to the contaminants by the proximity to the clean up?

· Under Section 5.2 it states that during the clean up the owner will be responsible for notifying the DTSC if any previously unidentified environmental concerns are discovered but shouldn't that be the job of the DTSC to be there to monitor and determine if something unexpected comes up and work needs to cease? I do not trust that the owner would immediately know what to look for and notify the DTSC if something comes up that could stop the progress. For the owner, time is money. How is this good oversight?

· What about the timing of the clean up? Has there been no study by DTSC to determine based on weather/wind patterns if there is a better time of the year to be conducting this clean-up which would lessen the potential for the contaminated soil to be exposed to the surrounding community? This is an extremely windy area and I am highly concerned about the timing of this clean up. 

 

· Regarding the potential stockpiling of soil mentioned in 7.4.1, 90 days seems like a very long time for the soil to remain stockpiled. This was NOT mentioned on the "Facts Sheet" sent around to the public. This should be a shorter timeframe especially considering the work is only expected to last 17 days. How high can the soil stockpiles reach? Isn't there more potential for "fugitive dust" if this is done? 

· Regarding dust control under 7.4.1, it should not be an option for the trucks to be covered. That should be mandatory. What will they be covered with and how can we be sure that covering is sufficient to avoid fugitive dust? It is very misleading to state in the fact sheet that trucks must be covered but in the draft RAW it says they must be covered OR they will be required to have 2 feet of freeboard. I don't even know what that is and if it's an option then it should be disclosed on the fact sheet and explained to the public.

· If the clean-up is actually performed within the next couple of months it is still very high temperatures in this area. Watering twice a day seems insufficient especially during 90 degree temperatures. The soil will be dry within an hour on a very hot day.

· On page 23 under the same section, it should be required to stop excavation activities solely based on the dust monitor and not on either the wind speeds or the dust monitors. 25 mph wind speed is way too high in my opinion but even at a lower wind speed I think it is unacceptable to use that metric. The dust monitor should also be set to alert at a much lower exceedence metric. This was not clearly stated in the fact sheet send around to the community!

· Why is it only required to have the dust monitors for a minimum of three days? Shouldn't these procedures be followed every day??? It seems outrageous to me that the dust monitors can be discontinued after three days as is stated at the top of page 24!! I am highly concerned about this and was hopeful that the dust monitors might help but I was assuming this would be in place throughout the whole clean-up process not just 3 days?! In the fact sheet you circulated it clearly states the dust monitors will be set up but nowhere does it state anything about this minimum of 3 days and that this can be ceased after 3 days. You should be required to make this clear to the public and let the community know if you aren't going to require dust monitors past 3 days! It is only 17 days if that's really how long it actually takes. It is not unreasonable to request that it be required every day of those 17 days. In the other proposed option of bioremediation the consultant proposed dust monitors for a much longer period of time and included that in the cost.

· What happens with the trucks once they offload the contaminated soil? What about any remaining soil or dust that remains on the truck? Do they have to be wetted down and cleaned before they start driving back to the Site? 

Sincerely,

Claudia Cibrian

Morgan Hill resident
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Independent Review Panel         August 7, 2017 
Department of Toxic Substances Control        
Attention: Gideon Kracov, JD., Chair, Mike Vizzier, Vice Chair, Dr. Arezoo Campbell, Member 

RE: Morgan Hill Altamira Borello Property clean up – DTSC oversight and IRP meeting on August 9, 2017 

Dear Members of the IRP, 

I am writing to express my concerns over the proposed land clean-up known as the Altamira Borello 
Property in Morgan Hill, CA. I am a resident of the area near the property and have read through the 
proposed RAW and have been following this matter since I received a notice from the DTSC regarding the 
land and the residential properties to be built on it in the very near future. I am unable to attend the IRP 
meeting on August 9th and am submitting these comments to be heard by you at the meeting. 

The focus of my concerns for this portion of the property mostly surround the clean-up procedures 
detailed in the proposed RAW. I found many more flaws in this proposed RAW than I did in the RAW for 
the Borello School property and I urge you to take just as close a look at this site and the potential pitfalls 
as you are with the school property because there are many. Additionally, just within the last few days 
there has already been fencing installed around the perimeter of this parcel suddenly and with no notice 
to the surrounding community. The RAW is supposed to be in place to protect the community from dust 
particles carrying the contaminant but how can we be sure that any of the requirements in the RAW were 
even considered for the installation of the fences if the RAW isn’t even final yet. In fact I have yet to receive 
a reply to my questions to the DTSC about the RAW for this property. I’m sure it took trucks driving on 
and off the site at unmonitored speeds to install the fencing all the while kicking up dry contaminated soil. 

I am highly concerned that the DTSC is not properly overseeing and regulating the landowners here and 
if that can’t be done properly now before the project has even commenced, how can we be certain of 
anything being done properly moving forward. 

See some of my comments/questions below on the Altamira property: 

- Why is it there not a similar risk assessment done for possible cancer risk caused by 
exposure during remediation as there is for the exposure for future residents? What is 
the potential cancer risk for those exposed to the contaminants by the proximity to 
the clean up? 

- Under Section 5.2 it states that during the clean up the owner will be responsible for 
notifying the DTSC if any previously unidentified environmental concerns are 
discovered but shouldn't that be the job of the DTSC to be there to monitor and 
determine if something unexpected comes up and work needs to cease? I do not trust 
that the owner would immediately know what to look for and notify the DTSC if 
something comes up that could stop the progress. For the owner, time is money. How 
is this good oversight? 

- What about the timing of the clean up? Has there been no study by DTSC to determine 
based on weather/wind patterns if there is a better time of the year to be conducting 
this clean-up which would lessen the potential for the contaminated soil to be 
exposed to the surrounding community? This is an extremely windy area and I am 
highly concerned about the timing of this clean up.  
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- Regarding the potential stockpiling of soil mentioned in 7.4.1, 90 days seems like a 
very long time for the soil to remain stockpiled. This was NOT mentioned on the "Facts 
Sheet" sent around to the public. This should be a shorter timeframe especially 
considering the work is only expected to last 17 days. How high can the soil stockpiles 
reach? Isn't there more potential for "fugitive dust" if this is done?  

- Regarding dust control under 7.4.1, it should not be an option for the trucks to be 
covered. That should be mandatory. What will they be covered with and how can we 
be sure that covering is sufficient to avoid fugitive dust? It is very misleading to state 
in the fact sheet that trucks must be covered but in the draft RAW it says they must be 
covered OR they will be required to have 2 feet of freeboard. I don't even know what 
that is and if it's an option then it should be disclosed on the fact sheet and explained 
to the public. 

- If the clean-up is actually performed within the next couple of months it is still very 
high temperatures in this area. Watering twice a day seems insufficient especially 
during 90 degree temperatures. The soil will be dry within an hour on a very hot day. 

- On page 23 under the same section, it should be required to stop excavation activities 
solely based on the dust monitor and not on either the wind speeds or the dust 
monitors. 25 mph wind speed is way too high in my opinion but even at a lower wind 
speed I think it is unacceptable to use that metric. The dust monitor should also be set 
to alert at a much lower exceedence metric. This was not clearly stated in the fact 
sheet send around to the community! 

- Why is it only required to have the dust monitors for a minimum of three days? 
Shouldn't these procedures be followed every day??? It seems outrageous to me that 
the dust monitors can be discontinued after three days as is stated at the top of page 
24!! I am highly concerned about this and was hopeful that the dust monitors might 
help but I was assuming this would be in place throughout the whole clean-up process 
not just 3 days?! In the fact sheet you circulated it clearly states the dust monitors will 
be set up but nowhere does it state anything about this minimum of 3 days and that 
this can be ceased after 3 days. You should be required to make this clear to the public 
and let the community know if you aren't going to require dust monitors past 3 days! 
It is only 17 days if that's really how long it actually takes. It is not unreasonable to 
request that it be required every day of those 17 days. In the other proposed option of 
bioremediation the consultant proposed dust monitors for a much longer period of 
time and included that in the cost. 

- What happens with the trucks once they offload the contaminated soil? What about 
any remaining soil or dust that remains on the truck? Do they have to be wetted down 
and cleaned before they start driving back to the Site?  

Sincerely, 

Claudia Cibrian 

Morgan Hill resident 
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