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Executive Summary 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Independent Review Panel (IRP) submits this 
quarterly report in compliance with Health and Safety Code (HSC) section 57014, which became law in 
SB 83 (Chapter 24, Statutes of 2015). HSC section 57014(d) requires the IRP to make recommendations 
for improving the Department’s programs. HSC section 57014(f) requires the Panel to report to the 
Governor and Legislature every 90 days on DTSC’s progress in reducing permitting and enforcement 
backlogs, improving public outreach, and improving fiscal management.  
 
The IRP concluded that DTSC’s consumer products and source reduction programs also were important 
topics for review and recommendations in conformity with HSC section 57014(d) and that 
recommendations for those programs should be submitted in the quarterly reports required by HSC 
section 57014(f). The IRP’s work plan calls for the Panel to submit recommendations on consumer 
products and source reduction in this report, which is due on July 20, 2017. 
 
The IRP, however, decided at its June 14, 2017 public meeting to submit recommendations on those 
topics at a later date. The recommendations will either be included in the next required report, which is 
due on October 18, 2017, or in the form of a special, non-statutorily required report to be submitted 
prior to that date. The IRP made this decision because it only had the opportunity to devote one public 
meeting to DTSC’s consumer products and source reduction activities. At that June 14, 2017 meeting, 
the Panel heard presentations and public testimony on the Department’s Safer Consumer Products 
Program as well as its Community Protection and Hazardous Waste Reduction Initiative. The IRP did not 
meet in May 2017 and is not planning to do so in July 2017 because of scheduling conflicts involving 
panelists and DTSC staff members. Normally, the IRP devotes the majority of two or three public 
meetings to a quarterly report topic. 
 
The IRP plans to devote much of its next meeting, currently scheduled for August 9, 2017, to DTSC’s 
consumer products and source reduction activities. The IRP also may continue to work on the same 
topics at its subsequent meeting, currently scheduled to take place on September 11, 2017. 
 
The IRP submits this report: (1) to comply with the SB 83 requirement to do so every 90 days; and (2) to 
notify the Governor and the Legislature of its intention to address DTSC consumer products and source 
reduction activities in an upcoming quarterly or special report.  
 
See the IRP’s webpage for previous Panel reports and activity information at: 
https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/GetInvolved/ReviewPanel/Independent-Review-Panel.cfm . 
  

https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/GetInvolved/ReviewPanel/Independent-Review-Panel.cfm
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The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Independent Review Panel (IRP) submits 
this quarterly report in compliance with Health and Safety Code (HSC) section 57014, which 
became law in SB 83 (Chapter 24, Statutes of 2015). HSC section 57014(d) requires the IRP to 
make recommendations for improving the Department’s programs. HSC section 57014(f) 
requires the Panel to report to the Governor and Legislature every 90 days on DTSC’s progress 
in reducing permitting and enforcement backlogs, improving public outreach, and improving 
fiscal management.  
 
The IRP concluded that DTSC’s consumer products and source reduction programs also were 
important topics for review and recommendations in conformity with HSC section 57014(d) and 
that recommendations for those programs should be submitted in the quarterly reports 
required by HSC section 57014(f). The IRP’s work plan calls for the Panel to submit 
recommendations on consumer products and source reduction in this report. 
 
The IRP devoted the major portion of its June 14, 2017 meeting to DTSC’s Safer Consumer 
Products (SCP) Program and its Community Protection and Hazardous Waste Reduction 
Initiative. The Panel heard six presentations on the two topics.  
 
DTSC Safer Products and Workplaces Program Deputy Director Meredith Williams and DTSC SCP 
Branch Chief Karl Palmer covered the Department’s implementation of green chemistry 
legislation, beginning with AB 1879 (Chapter 559, Statutes of 2008) and SB 509 (Chapter 560, 
Statutes of 2008), including implementation of the 2008 SCP regulations.  
 
The following stakeholders also provided assessments of the SCP Program: Timothy F. Malloy, 
J.D., UCLA School of Law professor, faculty director of the UCLA Sustainable Technology and 
Policy Program, and member of the DTSC Green Ribbon Panel; Helen Holder, a Hewlett-Packard 
Company master engineer, leader of the Hewlett-Packard Company Global Environmental 
Materials Team, and member of the DTSC Green Ribbon Science Panel; Dawn Koepke of 
McHugh, Koepke & Associates, Sacramento, chair of the Green Chemistry Alliance, and member 
of the DTSC Hazardous Waste Reduction Initiative Advisory Committee; John Ulrich, executive 
director of the Chemical Industry Council of California; and Kathryn Alcantar, executive director 
of Californians for a Healthy & Green Economy. Mr. Malloy compared the SCP regulations with 
the federal Toxic Substances Control Act and the European Union Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorization, and Restriction of Chemicals, stressing the unique contribution of California’s 
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green chemistry program. Ms. Holder contributed a perspective from a technology product 
manufacturer. Ms. Koepke and Mr. Ulrich added views from the chemicals industry. Ms. 
Alcantar provided a community/environmental justice viewpoint. 
 
The presentation on the Community Protection and Hazardous Waste Initiative was given by 
DTSC Policy and Program Support Division Chief Rick Brausch. He covered the work of DTSC and 
its Advisory Committee to select and conduct pilot projects to reduce hazardous wastes that 
are generated in significant quantities, can pose substantial risks or hazards to human health or 
the environment, and are treated or disposed of in communities that are disproportionately 
burdened by multiple sources of pollution.  
 
The IRP learned a great deal from the above-mentioned presentations, related public 
testimony, and the questioning as well as other discussions that often followed the verbal 
testimony.  
 
Although the IRP’s workplan calls for the Panel to submit recommendations on consumer 
products and source reduction in this report, which is due on July 20, 2017, the Panel decided 
at the June 14, 2017 meeting to submit them at a later date. The recommendations will either 
be included in the next required report, which is due on October 18, 2017, or in the form of a 
special, non-statutorily required report to be submitted prior to that date.  
 
The IRP made this decision because it only had the opportunity to devote one public meeting to 
DTSC’s consumer products and source reduction activities. The IRP did not meet in May 2017 
and is not planning to do so in July 2017 because of scheduling conflicts involving panelists and 
DTSC staff members. Normally, the IRP finds it necessary to devote the majority of two or three 
public meetings to a quarterly report topic. 
 
The IRP plans to devote much of its next meeting, currently scheduled for August 9, 2017 in 
Sacramento, to DTSC’s consumer products and source reduction activities. The IRP also may 
continue to work on the same topics at its subsequent meeting, currently scheduled to take 
place in San Diego on September 11, 2017. 
 
The IRP submits this report: (1) to comply with the SB 83 requirement to do so every 90 days; 
and (2) to notify the Governor and the Legislature of its intention to address DTSC consumer 
products and source reduction activities in an upcoming quarterly or special report.  
 
The Panel previously submitted quarterly progress reports on January 28, 2016; April 21, 2016; 
July 26, 2016; October 24, 2016; January 20, 2017; and April 21, 2017. The first report dealt 
with the following five DTSC topics: budget, permitting, enforcement, public outreach, and 
fiscal management. It offered initial recommendations and information requests on each of 
these items. The next five reports individually addressed DTSC’s permitting, enforcement, 
public outreach, fiscal management, and site mitigation, in that order, with the April 21, 2016 
report also including initial recommendations and information requests on DTSC site mitigation. 
Most of the reports included program summaries, recommendations to the Governor and 
Legislature, recommendations for DTSC, suggested performance metrics, and information 
requests. 
 
In addition to quarterly progress reports, the IRP is required by section 57014(h) of the HSC to 
submit recommendations to the Governor and Legislature at the time of each submission of the 
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Governor’s annual budget. The IRP has submitted two such annual reports to date, the most 
recent of which was submitted on December 27, 2016. That report was a compendium of 
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature from the previous quarterly reports.  
 
The IRP is made up of appointees of the Speaker of the Assembly (Dr. Arezoo Campbell), the 
Senate Committee on Rules (Gideon Kracov, J.D.), and the Governor (Mike Vizzier). The Panel 
plans to submit at least two additional reports prior to its sunset date on January 1, 2018: the 
required October 18, 2017 report and a final status report.  
 
See the IRP’s webpage for previous Panel reports and activity information at: 
https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/GetInvolved/ReviewPanel/Independent-Review-Panel.cfm . 
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