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Permitting Division
Mission Statement

Permitting Division protects 
Californians and the environment from 
toxic harm by making timely, 
enforceable, and protective permit 
decisions for the operation of hazardous 
waste facilities in accordance with all 
applicable laws and sound science.



Permitting – Core Activities

Review hazardous waste 
permit applications
◦New permits
◦ Renewal of Existing 

Permits
◦Modifications to Existing 

Permits
◦ Emergency Permits

Approve or Deny Permit 
Applications

Prepare and Issue 
Approved Permits



• Reimbursement  
Agreement

• Notify Public &  
Other Agencies

• Review  
Administrative  
Completeness

• Tribal Outreach
• Preliminary

Community  
Assessment

• Early Site Visit

Technical Review

• Technical  
Analysis

• Notice of  
Deficiencies

• Verify Cost  
Estimate

• Financial  
Assurance

• Compliance
History

CEQA Compliance

• Prepare  
environmental  
document

• Internal Reviews
• Prepare CEQA  

Documents for  
Public Notice

Draft Permit

• Prepare Draft Permit
• EPA Reviews Permit
• Legal Reviews Permit
• Finalize Draft Permit

Public  
Participation

• Environmental  
Justice/Tribal Needs  
Screening

• Complete  
Community  
Assessment

• Community  
Update/Fact Sheet

• Radio and Print Ads
• Translate Material
• Notify Public (45 day  

comment period)
• Conduct Public  

Hearing

Final Permit

• Respond to  
Public  
Comments

• Finalize Permit &  
CEQA Decision

• Prepare Notice  
of Decision

• Mail Decision  
Letters

• File Notice of  
Determination

Administrative  
Completeness

Hazardous Waste Facility 
Permit Process

Permit
Denial

Permit
Denial



Permits  
regulated 
by DTSC

Permits  
regulated 
by CUPAs



 Operating 
 Post Closure 
 Permit 

modifications
 Emergency 
 Closure

Types of Permits



Broad Set of Requirements

Permit

State Hazardous Waste Laws

Protection of Air  
And Water Quality

Federal Hazardous Waste Laws

Environmental Justice

Local Land Use

Transparency With
Community

California Environmental 
Quality Act

Oversight of Facility

Facility Financial Solvency



Permission for hazardous waste related 
activity

 Allowance to treat, store, transfer, or dispose of 
hazardous waste
 Comprehensive description of facility operations
 Closure and financial information
 Enforceable terms and conditions
 Valid for up to 10 years, and continues upon 

timely submittal of application for renewal

What is a Permit?



California Permitted Facilities

113 Facilities with 121 Hazardous Waste Permits

Storage
25 

Operating 
Landfills  3

Postclosure
27

Standard Permits
29

Treatment
29
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