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Response to the External Peer Review of the Proposal to List Children’s Foam-
Padded Sleeping Products Containing TDCPP or TCEP as a Priority Product

The Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) submitted the proposal to adopt
children’s foam-padded sleeping products containing tris(1,3 dichloro-2-propyl)
phosphate (TDCPP) or tris(2-chloroethyl) phosphate (TCEP) as a Priority Product for
external scientific peer review as required by Health and Safety code section 57004.
The review concluded on March 17, 2016 with all reviewers supporting DTSC’s
conclusions. The panel concurred that
e exposure to the flame retardants, TDCPP or TCEP, may contribute to or cause
significant or widespread adverse impacts to people, particularly to infants,
children, pregnant women, and school and day care workers; and
e people - particularly the sensitive subpopulations noted above - may be exposed
to these chemicals through normal use, handling, or disposal of children’s foam-
padded sleeping products that contain one or both of these chemicals.

In addition to expressing their support for our proposal, the reviewers identified minor
errors and provided constructive feedback on ways in which the Safer Consumer
Products program could improve the focus and clarity of our technical reports. DTSC
addressed the errors in the Summary of Technical Information and Scientific
Conclusions for Designating Children’s Foam-Padded Sleeping Products Containing
Tris(1,3-dichloro-2-propyl) Phosphate (TDCPRP) or Tris(2-chloroethyl) Phosphate
(TCEP) as a Priority Product and incorporated the reviewers’ feedback as appropriate.
Additionally, the reviewers expressed concerns regarding the lack of quantitative hazard
trait and exposure data and establishment of unclear links in DTSC’s technical report
between exposure to and potential body burden of TDCPP and TCEP directly attributed
to children’s foam-padded sleeping products.

DTSC designed the Safer Consumer Products (SCP) regulations to apply a new
approach to the regulation of chemicals in consumer products, particularly where
exposure to the chemical is a concern but data gaps exist. DTSC recognizes that
traditional chemical risk assessments can quantify potential impacts from chemical
exposures and offer insights on how risks may be addressed. However, under this
paradigm, we often realized too late that the presence of a chemical in a product
caused significant public health or environmental impacts, yet regulatory action to



Response to External Peer Review
June 28, 2016

address this issue was delayed until in-depth risk assessments were available to verify
this link. In contrast, the SCP regulations require DTSC to consider the potential for
exposure to the chemical in the product and the potential for exposures to contribute to
or cause significant or widespread adverse impacts to people or the environment. This
framework enables DTSC to reduce potential exposures to harmful chemicals by
encouraging manufacturers to design consumer products with safer ingredients.

The primary goal of the SCP regulations is to remove exposure risks rather than simply
managing them: this new approach to regulating chemicals in consumer products
makes SCP different from other programs. Once DTSC lists a Priority Product in
regulation, manufacturers must take certain steps, which range from removing the
product from the California marketplace, removing or replacing the chemical in the
product, or conducting an Alternatives Analysis (AA). The AA process is related to the
risk assessment model in that health and environmental impacts associated with each
alternative must be assessed and compared to those associated with the Priority
Product.

External scientific peer review is an important component of the SCP regulations as it
ensures that DTSC’s decisions are based on sound science. We are confident that the
result of these peer reviews clearly demonstrate that DTSC has met the requirements
for listing foam-padded sleeping products containing TDCPP or TCEP as a Priority
Product.

DTSC wishes to thank the reviewers for participating in the peer review process.
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