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The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to 
review and comment on a proposed remediation plan for the former Salinas 
manufactured gas plant (MGP). The Salinas MGP site (Site) operated from 1873 
to 1929, first using coal, then later oil, to produce gas which provided energy for 
cooking, lighting, and heating. The Site is located at 2 and 4 Bridge Street, Salinas 
California 93901. This historic gas-making operation created substances such as 
tar and lampblack (a sooty carbon residue) that contaminated the soil and 
groundwater. As was common practice at the time, byproducts of the gas-making 
process were left buried on-Site. The draft RAP proposes to remediate the MGP-
related chemicals found in soil and groundwater at the Site for future 
commercial/industrial use. DTSC is overseeing this proposed remediation. 
 

 

January 18, 2019 - 
February 19, 2019 

DTSC invites you to review and 
comment on the draft RAP and 
related California Environmental 
Quality Act document for the 
former Salinas MGP site. All 
comments must be mailed or 
emailed by February 19, 2019 to: 
 

Sagar Bhatt, Project Manager 
700 Heinz Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
Phone: (510) 540-3844 

Sagar.Bhatt@dtsc.ca.gov  
 

Public Meeting 
DTSC will hold a public meeting 
to provide information about the 
proposed remediation, answer 
questions, and receive public 
comments.  
 

DATE: Tuesday, January 29, 2019  
TIME: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
LOCATION: The National 
Steinbeck Center, 1 Main Street, 
Salinas, CA 93901 
 

Public Comment Period 
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Site Description and History 
The 1-acre Site consists of four parcels owned by two different property owners. PG&E owns three of the parcels; 
and Chevron owns the other parcel. PG&E operates one of these parcels as a gas regulator station. The remaining 
three parcels are currently vacant. PG&E acquired the MGP in 1927 and operated the plant until 1929 when natural 
gas became readily available. The plant was decommissioned in 1934. In 1962, the California Water Service Company 
purchased two of the parcels, one of which was subsequently sold to a third-party in 1979. PG&E repurchased that 
parcel in 2012 and the other parcel in December 2018. In 1965, Unocal (now Chevron) purchased one of the parcels 
and constructed a petroleum products facility which operated until 1990.  
 
Environmental Investigations 
Environmental investigations have been conducted from 2011 to 2015 to determine the extent of MGP-related 
chemicals in soil, soil vapor (air in between soil particles) and groundwater at the Site. Contaminants include polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and 
metals (including arsenic and lead). Contaminants in soil (VOCs, PAHs, and TPH) were found within the upper five 
to ten feet of soil in the northern and central parts of the Site (see Figure 2 on last page). Contaminants found in 
groundwater (VOCs, TPH, PAHs and metals) were at a depth of approximately 35 to 40 feet in the southern portion 
of the Site (see Figure 2 on last page).  
 
A Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) found that under current Site conditions, contaminated soil, soil vapor, 
and groundwater do not present a risk to Site visitors, the surrounding community, or the environment. 
 
Proposed Remedy  
The draft RAP summarizes previous studies and describes the possible remediation alternatives. Based on an 
evaluation of the alternatives, DTSC has proposed the following remedy to treat contamination in soil and reduce 
groundwater contamination (see Figure 2 on last page):  

 On-site treatment of approximately 14,361 cubic yards contaminated soil to a depth of 35 feet by mixing the 
soil with stabilizing agents that solidify the soil and prevent chemicals from moving into groundwater  

 Transporting 4,308 cubic yards of excess contaminated soil (approximately 294 truckloads) to a permitted 
disposal facility 

 Installation of a cap (protective barrier of gravel, asphalt or concrete) over the Site 
 Groundwater monitoring for a minimum of three years to evaluate the effectiveness of remediation activities 

 
The proposed remedy would effectively protect human health and the environment and minimizes impacts to the 
community. DTSC would also place a land use covenant on each parcel of the Site to restrict use of groundwater, 
require maintenance of the protective cap, and restrict certain land uses.  
 
If the proposed remediation is approved in 2019, work would begin no earlier than 2020 and take place over the 
course of approximately six months. A work notice would be mailed to the community prior to the start of 
remediation work. Environmental controls including air, dust, and noise monitoring would protect the surrounding 
community during the remediation work. 
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Truck Route 
During peak remediation work, a maximum of 30 truck trips may occur daily to remove excess contaminated soil. 
Flaggers will be on-site to safely manage vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Trucks will follow a City-approved truck route 
to access Highway 101. From the Site, trucks will turn right onto Bridge Street, left onto East Lake Street and right 
onto North Main Street to access Highway 101.  
 
Safety Measures 
The following safety measures would ensure that public health and the environment are protected during remediation 
activities: 

 Work areas would be fenced off for public safety 
 Water would be sprayed during treatment activities to control dust 
 Plastic sheeting would cover any stockpiled soil 
 Trucks would be covered, and tires cleaned prior to leaving the Site 
 Air and dust monitoring would occur upwind and downwind of treatment areas 
 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
As the lead agency under CEQA, DTSC conducted an Initial Study that determined the proposed project would have 
no significant impact on the environment. Therefore, DTSC proposes to issue a Negative Declaration for the project. 
DTSC welcomes comments on the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration. 
 
Next Steps  
DTSC will review, consider, and respond to all public comments before making a final decision on the draft RAP and 
proposed Negative Declaration. At the end of the public comment period, DTSC will evaluate comments received 
and make any necessary changes to the draft RAP. DTSC will send a Response to Comments document to all those 
who comment and provide contact information. A copy of the final RAP, including the Response to Comments, will 
be placed in the information repositories and posted on DTSC’s EnviroStor website. 
 
Information Repositories 
The draft RAP, CEQA documents, HHRA, and other Site-related documents are available to review at the following 
locations: 

 

Cesar Chavez Library – Reference Desk 
615 Williams Road 
Salinas, CA 93905 
(831) 758-7345; call for hours 

DTSC – File Room 
700 Heinz Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
(510) 540-3800; call for appointment 

 

You can also view Site-related information on DTSC’s EnviroStor database at: 
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public.  

 

To find documents for the Former Salinas MGP on DTSC’s EnviroStor database, enter “Salinas MGP” in the search 
box and click on the “View Information” link from the drop-down box.  
You can also go directly to this link: https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report?global_id=27490025 
 



           
 

 
 

Click on the “Community Involvement” tab to view documents for public review. Sign up for DTSC email alerts 
notifying you when new documents are available by clicking at the top right link on the EnviroStor report page for 
this Site. To learn more about DTSC, please visit our website at: www.dtsc.ca.gov. 
 
Contact Information 

For more information about the remediation process or related documents, contact:  
Sagar Bhatt 
Project Manager 
Phone: (510) 540-3844 
Sagar.Bhatt@dtsc.ca.gov   

 
 

Asha Setty 
Public Participation Specialist 
Phone: (510) 540-3910 
Toll free: (866) 495-5651 
Asha.Setty@dtsc.ca.gov 
 

For media requests, contact: 
Russ Edmondson 
Public Information Officer 
(916) 323-3372 
Russ.Edmondson@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

 

Figure 2: Cap and In‐Situ Stabilization Plan 


