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About Coop Danmark A/S

Coop is Denmark’s largest retail enterprise and is owned by its 1.7 million 
members.

Coop Danmark operates the chains Kvickly, SuperBrugsen, Dagli’Brugsen, 
LokalBrugsen, Irma, fakta, fakta Q, Coop.dk and Irma.dk. 

Together with the independent consumer cooperatives, the organisation has 
approximately 40.000 employees.

We have a very high focus on responsibility, CSR and social compliance, and 
work together with our suppliers to meet our requirements. 

We have around 4000 products in private labels



Full national coverage 
Coop hypermarkets, supermarkets and 
discount stores cover the entire country.

1100 shops all together



Food packaging full of EDC´s
(endocrine disruption chemicals)

Legislation is too slow and has an inadequate scope to protect the consumers
from EDC’s properly. 

Examples risk chemicals:
• Per- and Polyfluorinated Compounds (PFC/PFAS)
• Bisphenoles (BPA, BPS, BPF etc.)
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Coops ban of 
all PFAS

September 2014: Coop
bans the use of PFAS in all
private label products.  

The ban covers products:

• Textiles and footwear

• Cosmetics

• Home textiles

• Food contact 
materials

• Packaging for fast 
food and fresh bread

https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi4_Y_wgMLZAhXHWCwKHRNyCtsQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://dk.sofacompany.com/anne-3-seater-sofa-velour-petro-smoked-oak-legs&psig=AOvVaw3Ikev-aqjLf7H5MmRxxCkG&ust=1519680416641799
http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRkcKSgMLZAhW0iKYKHVw4CasQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.multiline.dk/loesninger/take-away-emballager/&psig=AOvVaw3AQnzY7cY6kaIblzjx8x2F&ust=1519680224060661


New disturbing 
evidence made the 
final call for the 
microwave popcorn 
with PFAS packaging. 

The last product was 
Microwave Popcorn 
which concluded the 
whole process.

In May 2015 we 
removed the products 
from our shelves.

Popcorn



Requirements and limits
In our Trade agreement: Test for 
total organic fluor content:

2015: we follow the new 
guideline from Danish authorities: 
Total organic Fluor in the 
packaging must not exceed 0,35 
μg/dm2 paper/carton. 

Limit could not be met. 
Background impurities are to 
high.

April 2018: New indication limit 
stated by the authorities: 10 
μg/dm2 paper/carton.



3rd party certification 

is easy for us and an 
important tool

Criteria covers paper used for 
food packaging, disposal items.

Ecolabel Nordic Swan (3rd party 
certification) guarantee no PFAS: 

List of products and manufacturer:
http://www.ecolabel.dk/da/produkter/husholdning-og-lys

http://www.ecolabel.dk/da/produkter/husholdning-og-lys


Waiting for regulation!

In 2014 the Danish Minister asked for 
a ban in FCM.

In October 2019 the Danish 
Authorities announced that a national 
ban is adopted.

From summer 2020 all PFC´s in FCM 
will be prohibited. 

Limit: 10 μg/dm2 paper/carton.

Denmark is to be the first country in the 
world with a ban for PFC! 

FINALLY ☺
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2015: Ban all Bisphenoles in Coop private 
labels

Coop brands 
“Änglamark” cans free 
from all BPA and other 
Bisphenoles.

All cans and glasses 
BPA-free (more 
than 115 products). 
- Tetra Pack is the 
safe solutions (but 
not easy to sell) 

No cashier paper 
containing 
Bisphenoles. 

January 2015 June 2016 December 2018

All baby bottles in 
private label BPA free

March 2010

https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjduKK8gcLZAhWIDywKHaxtAqkQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://mad.coop.dk/kolonial/dressing-pesto-mm/pesto/pesto-alla-genovese-7340011364306&psig=AOvVaw1ZVST_Z0DCbtmDEBEMYD6H&ust=1519680569700337


The Coop Toolbox: NyKemiLov.nu
“target the few, through many, to make a 
difference for every one of us.”

With this tagline Coop launched the campaign 
NyKemiLov.nu in 2018 targeting the Danish 
politicians calling for a public discussion and 
regulation of endocrine disruptors.

Scope: Ban full group of PFAS and 
relevant bisphenoles

The campaign was not only a success in the 
public eye but has won 3 big awards, and was 
nominated in Cannes. 



Coop´s action had an impact on Danish government 
chemical strategy

After our campaign for a new legislation and 
ban for PFAS and bisphenoles a new 4 years 
chemical agreement was adopted. 

Several key points and actions was addresses 
in the ”Political Agreement on new joint 
chemicals initiatives 2018-21”

Coop received a letter from Minister with a 
thank you, because Coops´s input helped DK 
to adopt an ambitious strategy.

The agreements is here:  http://mst.dk/media/143466/kemiindsats-
engelsk.pdf

http://mst.dk/media/143466/kemiindsats-engelsk.pdf
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Ban all PFAS in all cosmetics – including 
sellers brands

March 2019: 
Covers foundations, male-up, mascara, night cream, day cream.

High attention in Denmark, but also international



Key factors for action

• There is an acute need to revise 
the regulative process and the 
basis for action. Hazardous 
chemicals need faster regulation 
and restriction

• SCIENCE: Direct communication 
with academic researchers, 
authorities and scientists 
resulting in a substantial time 
saving (sometime 10-15 years??).

• PUBLIC RELATIONS: Maintaining a 
high consumer loyalty.

• High consumer demands in 
Denmark

• COMMERCIAL: Protecting the 
Coop brand.
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CHEMSEC BUSINESS GROUP



The Missing Piece

Chemicals in 
Circular Economy

• Why knowing the 
content of hazardous 
chemicals is crucial 

• The Business Case for 
companies

• Examples from 
companies like Apple, 
IKEA and Coop DK 



The Missing Piece

Main principles in 
the report

• Avoid hazardous substances 
to start with whenever 
possible

• Simply following legislation 
is not enough!

• Not all materials are suitable 
for recycling

• Keep the same requirements 
for recycled material as for 
virgin

• Regulation needs to move 
faster!



Thank you!

Quality Manager, Malene Teller Blume

Coop Denmark

Malene.Teller.Blume@coop.dk


