
Receive up  t o $150K in  Gran t  
Fund ing  t o Help  Cleanup  Your 
Com m un it y

December 6, 2023
Webinar 

10 a.m. – 11 a.m. PST 
and
6 p.m. – 7 p.m. PST 1
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Meet ing  Gu idelines

• By part icipat ing  in  t h is m eet ing , you  understand  t hat : 
• Th is m eet ing  is being  recorded . 
• You m ay be m uted  for backg round  noise. 
• The chat  feature w ill be used  for DTSC in form at ional purposes 

and  any quest ions/com m ents. 
• Follow ing  t he p resen tat ions, your quest ions and  com m ents w ill 

be addressed . 
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Lang uag e and  Cap t ions

• Sim ult aneous aud io in t erp retat ion  is availab le t h rough  Zoom . 
Click  t he in t erp retat ion  icon  at  t he bot t om  of your screen  or 
Zoom  app  t o select  language. It  is im port an t  t hat  everyone 
select s a language. 

• If you ’re calling  by phone on ly and  w ou ld  like Span ish  aud io 
in t erp retat ion , p lease call: (877) 917 - 6178, en ter code 4180779#  

• Span ish  t ranslat ed  p resen tat ion  slides are availab le on  t he 
m eet ing  announcem ent  at : h t t ps://d t sc.ca.gov/t ag /

• Autom at ed  closed  cap t ions have been  enab led . You can  t u rn  
t hem  off by click ing  t he “CC” icon  or m oving  t he cap t ions box 

https://dtsc.ca.gov/tag/


W elcom e Today’s Speak ers

Ed Morelan
Environm ental Prog ram  

Manager
DTSC

Dr. Debra Taylor
Staff Toxicolog ist  

DTSC
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Greg  Neal
Sen ior Eng ineering  

Geolog ist
DTSC



• In t roduct ion

• Departm ent  of Toxic Substances Cont rol 

• Cleanup  in  Vu lnerab le Com m un it ies In it iat ive

• Overview  of TAG

• Elig ib ilit y  

• Allow ab le Act ivit ies 

• Next  Steps 

• Q&A
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Ag enda



6

Department of Toxic  
Substanc es Control
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W hat  is DTSC?

Depart m en t  of  Toxic Subst ances Con t rol
● Part  of Californ ia Environm ental Protect ion  

Agency
● 1,000 scien t ist s, eng ineers, t oxicolog ist s, 

chem ist s, geolog ist s, et c.
● Regulates m ore t han  35,000 - 40,000 en t it ies 

t o p reven t  release of hazardous w ast e, clean  
up  con tam inat ion , and  ensure hazardous 
w ast e is hand led  safely
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Cleanup in Vulnerable 
Communities Initia tive



The CVCI:  
• Signed  in  2021, by Governor New som  
• Provides $500 m illion  over four years fund ing  

t o p rotect  peop le and  t he environm ent , 
p riorit izing  Environm ental Just ice 
Com m un it ies

• Paves t he w ay t o safer, healt h ier com m un it ies 
t h rough  p rog ram s t hat  advance 
environm ental equ it y- TAG

• Increases DTSC’s accoun tab ilit y and  
t ransparency
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Cleanup  In  Vu lnerab le Com m un it ies In it iat ive 
(CVCI)
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Tec hnic al Assistanc e 
Grant (TAG)
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W hat  is t he Techn ical Assist ance Gran t ?

• A g ran t  t o p rovide vu lnerab le com m un it ies 
w it h  p rofessional and  scien t ific resources t o 
engage and  advocate for com m un it y needs 
in  environm ental cleanups 

• Gran ts can  range betw een $40,000 - $150,000 
t o help  com m un it ies h ire a Techn ical 
Advisor (TA)* 

*Th is is a reim bursem ent  based  g ran t  w it h  an  op t ion  for Advance Paym ent
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W hat  is a Techn ical Advisor?

• A Techn ical Advisor (TA) is a person  t hat  m eets 
t he qualif icat ions t o p rovide t he g ran tee w it h  
an  unb iased , independen t  review  of Cleanup  
Sit e - related  in form at ion . 

• A TA has t echn ical expert ise, sk ill, and  ab ilit y t o 
understand  environm ental data 
and  com m un icate t hat  in form at ion  t o t he 
in t erested  com m un it y

• A TA has educat ion , t rain ing  and  experience in  
a relevan t  field  

• TA's are chosen by t he g ran tee 

• Advisor act ivit ies w ill be d irected  by t he 
g ran tee
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W hat  can  I do w it h  TAG funds? 

Hire a qualif ied  independen t  Techn ical Advisor t o: 

In t erp ret  and  help  exp lain  
com p lex environm ental 

report s/dat a

Meet  w it h  t he 
com m un it y t o d iscuss t he 

sit e, t he environm ental 
dat a and  t he clean  up  

p lan

Conduct  com m unit y 
con firm at ion  sam p ling

Lead  com m un it y 
science 
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W hat  is Com m un it y Science?

• Com m unit y Science is scien t ific w ork  
undertaken  by m em bers of t he general 
pub lic in  collaborat ion  w it h , or under t he 
d irect ion  of p rofessional scien t ist s 

• Provides opportun it y for com m un it y t o: 
• Ask t heir ow n quest ions  
• Part icipate in  com m un it y con firm at ion  

sam p ling , perim eter sit e t ours, and  
laborat ory t ours 

• Learn  about  sam p ling  t h rough  t u torials 
• Advocate for t hem selves 
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W hat  k ind  of  sam p ling  can  a Techn ical Advisor do? 

Com m un it y Con f irm at ion  Sam p ling  is 
designed  t o ensure t hat  sit e - relat ed  
con t am inat ion  has not  m ig rat ed  beyond  t he 
Cleanup  Sit e boundary, t o con firm  t hat  t he 
sit e has been  p roperly charact erized  and  it s 
boundaries adequat ely delineat ed , and /or 
t hat  it  has been  cleaned  up  t o app licab le 
clean  up  levels* 

*Com m unit y Confirm at ion  Sam p les can  be collected  by t he TA or can  be collected  
as Sp lit  Sam p les by t he Responsib le Part y’s Consu lt an t  or DTSC staff w ork ing  on  
t he p roject , as d irected  by t he com m un it y.
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W hat  else can  I do w it h  TAG funds? 

• Gran t  p lann ing  
• Procurem ent   
• W ebsit e developm ent  
• Gran t  adm in ist rat ion  
• Report ing  

Act ivit ies conducted by the g rantee (do not  exceed 20% of t he 
total g rant ): 
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How  does t he com m un it y benef it ?

Technical report s can  include:  

• Sam pling  w orkp lans and  report s 

• Feasib ilit y st ud ies 

• Cleanup  p lans 

• Risk  assessm ents 

• Rem edy com plet ion  report s 

• Operat ion  and  m ain tenance report s 

Bet ter understanding  of t echnical reports can em pow er the com m unit y t o 
in fluence the cleanup process and be act ive part icipants in  t he invest igat ion 
and cleanup of contam inated sit es in  t heir com m unit ies. 
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How  do I eng ag e t he com m un it y using  TAG? 

• Hiring  a com m un it y m eet ing  facilit at or 
• Hold ing  com m un it y m eet ings t o d iscuss 

t he cleanup  sit e 
• Sharing  in form at ion  about  t he p roject  

t h rough  com m un it y ou t reach   

Encourag e pub lic part icipat ion  by: 
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W ho shou ld  app ly for TAG?

● Com m unit y g roups t hat  are qualif ied  501(c)(3) 
nonprofit  organ izat ions or t hat  have a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit  f iscal sponsor can  app ly  

● Tribal g roups are also elig ib le and  do not  
requ ire 501(c)(3) nonprofit  st at us  

The g ran t  m anager m ust  live in  t he com m un it y w here t he funds are allocated .
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W hat  is an  Elig ib le Com m un it y? 

Any com m un it y w it h in  a 5 - m ile rad ius of an  
act ive DTSC cleanup  sit e AND m eets one or 
m ore of t he crit eria list ed  below :  

• A CalEnviroScreen (CES) percen t ile of 75% 
or h igher  

• A CES povert y percen t ile of 50% or h igher 

• A t ribal com m un it y 

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 | OEHHA

https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40


How  do I f ind  an  Elig ib le Sit e?

Use t he
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Techn ical Assist ance Gran t  Sit e 
Mapp ing  Tool t o: 
● Determ ine t he CES and  povert y percen t ile of 

your com m un it y  
● Find  an  elig ib le sit e w it h in  5 m iles of your 

com m un it y* 

*On ly one g ran t  w ill be aw arded  per sit e bu t  a 
com m un it y m ay app ly for m ore t han  one g ran t  for 
d ifferen t  sit es.  

W e encourag e org an izat ions t o part ner on  a com m on  sit e! 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49798d47234446bf868f8bbedb333365/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49798d47234446bf868f8bbedb333365/
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TAG Schedu le

● App licat ions w ill be accep ted  beg inn ing  in  Decem ber 2023 
through January 2025 on  a rolling  basis 

● The earlier you app ly, t he longer you w ill have t o spend  your 
fund ing  and  m ake an  im pact  in  your com m un it y  

If app licat ion  is subm it t ed  by: Fund ing Term

March  31, 2024 Up to 36 m onths

April 1, 2024- January 15, 2025 Up to 24 m onths 
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App ly for TAG!

Applicants w ill be required to provide: 
• Proof of elig ib ilit y (pet it ion  let t ers or let t ers 

of support  and  let t er of in t en t ; p roof 
501(c)(3) or fiscal sponsorsh ip )  

• A list  of p roposed  t asks, budget  and  
t im eline (see next  slide) 

• Responses t o quest ions relat ed  t o:   
• Capacit y t o m anage t he g ran t  
• Approach  t o com m un it y engagem ent  
• How  a TAG w ou ld  help  fu lfill com m un it y 

ob ject ives  

App licat ions w ill be accep t ed  on line via DTSC’s Fluxx TAG Port al 
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Develop  Task s, Budg et  and  Tim eline 

Sam ple Tasks, Budget  , and  Tim eline t ab le:  

Tim eline (Approx)

Task Budget Start End

Technical Advisor $35,000 April 2024 Decem ber 2025

Laboratory Costs $7,500 June 2024 Ju ly 2025

Act ivit ies Conducted by t he Grantee  (no 
m ore t han 20% of t he t ot al g rant )     

$10,000 March  2024 January 2026

Com m unit y Engagem ent  and Language 
Accessib ilit y

$12,000 June 2024 Ju ly 2025

Other $5,000 March  2024 Ju ly 2025

Total $69,500
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Advance Paym en t  

Elig ib le app lican t s can  app ly for an  Advance Paym en t op t ion , 
t o receive up  t o 25% of t he TAG  before allow ab le expenses are 

incurred  

To find  ou t  m ore about  advanced  pay,  

Con tact : 
DTSC_TAGprog ram @dtsc.ca.gov

mailto:DTSC_TAGprogram@dtsc.ca.gov
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The Cen t er for Creat ive Land  Recycling  (CCLR)

Residen t s deserve clean , healt hy, and  safe neighborhoods t o 
live, w ork  and  p lay in . 

CCLR is ready t o p rovide TAG 
app licat ion  and  g ran t  support :

● Set  up  an  appoin tm ent  t o 
m eet  w it h  us (Span ish  and  
Eng lish ) 

● Em ail us at  t ag@cclr.org Tam ara Cardona-Marek, PhD 
Sen ior Brow nfields Consu lt an t  

CCLR

Nicole Lang  
Sen ior Prog ram  Associat e 

CCLR
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Learn  More!

Visit  t he DTSC TAG W ebsite for: 
• TAG Guidelines: fu ll elig ib ilit y ru les, requ irem ents, 

lim it at ions 
• Fact sheet s in  Eng lish and  Span ish  
• Em ail list  sign  up

Connect  w it h  CCLR for no - cost  TAG app licat ion  assist ance 
& elig ib ilit y and  app licat ion  review   

• Schedu le an  appoin tm ent  for app licat ion  support  
h t t ps://calend ly.com /tag -help  

DTSC TAG W ebsit e

https://dtsc.ca.gov/tag/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/11/DTSC_Tag_Factsheet_11.23_FINAL_English3.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/11/DTSC_Tag_Factsheet_11.23_FINAL_Spanish3.pdf
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/cmq4AIo/cvcitag
https://calendly.com/tag-help
https://dtsc.ca.gov/tag/
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Connect  W it h  Us!

Com m en t s or quest ions? 

Contact  DTSC: 
DTSC_TAGprog ram @dt sc.ca.g ov

Contact  CCLR: 
t ag @cclr .org

Com p let e t he TAG Experience Survey 
h t t ps:/ / form s.of f ice.com /g /d509m k pg Sz

mailto:DTSC_TAGprogram@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:tag@cclr.org
https://forms.office.com/g/d509mkpgSz
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Q&A


